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S ERM ON I. 


MATT. xvili. 20. 


For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 


HE diſciples having diſcoyered by the queſ- 
tion which they had aſked, ver. 1 of this . 
chap. that they ſtill retained their carnal and 
miſtaken notions of the Meffiah's king- 

dom, and were therefore deſirous of pre-eminence 

one above another; our Lord, in order to unde- 
ceive them, and give a ſeaſonable check to their 
worldly ſpirit of pride and ambition, immediately 
teaches them (by the inſtance of a little child ſet in 
the midſt of them) the ſelf-moxtifying doctrine of 
humility 3 and that it behoved them, as his diſciples, 
to lay alide all their aſpiring views after worldly gran- 
deur, riches, and honour : and having thus plainly 
declared that the ſpirit which they had. diſcovered 
was altogether inconſiſtent with the nature of his 
kingdom, and that none could be a ſubject of it, 
who was not converted, and become as a little 
child, ver. 2, 3. he directly adds, in anſwer to their 
queſtion, ** Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble him» 

*« ſelf as this little child, the ſame is greateſt in the 

„ kingdom of heaven.” ver. 4. Thus the way to 

| 1 | honour, 
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honour, or before honour, is humility ; he then gag 
on to ſhew his own and his Father's ſpecial love to- 
Wards, and care over, ſuch believing ſubjects of hy 
kingdom, who becauſe they are humble in heart, 
and little in their own eyes, may with propriety, 
be reſembled by little children, and are therefore 
called: little ones; but though little in their own 
fight, and little by way of contempt in the eyes of 
the world, yet they are high in CHRIST's eſteem. 
For he declares, that he will take all favours 
and kindneſſes done to them for his ſake, as done 
.unto himſelf; and on the contrary,” that he will 
reckon all ſcandals and evils done againſt them, as 
done againſt himſelf; and that he will certainly 


avenge their wrongs, ver. 6. Then he immediately 


adds, that great evils and judgments will befall the 
world, becauſe of ſuch offences, who will gladly take 
occaſion to flight and harden themſelves againſt 
 CunisT's goſpel, and ſpeak evil of the way df 
truth, becauſe of the ſcandals falſely raiſed, and in- 
- juries done to the ſaints, by their enemies; but eſpe- 
_ cially he pronounces a woe againſt the authors of 
the oftence, who ſhall by lying and falſe reports, ar 
hy the apoſtacy of falſe brethren miſrepreſent, or 
cruelly oppreſs them, ver, 7. And then he "warn 
al his followers againſt keeping any luſt which 
might be an offence to themſelves z exhorting and 
commanding them readily to part with, and effec- 
tually to mortiſy, whatever is moſt dear and valuable 
do them in this world (which, in a parallel place, 
ch. v. 20, 30. he metaphorically calls a right hand, 
or a right eye) rather than by the keeping of them 
to indanger the loſs or damnation of their ſouls, 
ver. 8, 9. He therefore that will follow CHRIST, 
and get ſaſe to heaven, muſt ſpare no idol, no dar- 
ding luſt whatſoever.— He goes on to inform — 

at 
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that theſe little ones who believe in him are ever at- 

is tended by ſome of the holy angels a, whom Goo 
* hath appointed to miniſter unto them and for them; 
n and that he himſelf came from heaven for their 
t, ſakes, who were loſt, that he might ſave them from 
7 their guilty and helpleſs ſtate of ſin and miſery (in 
re which by nature all his true diſciples acknowledge 
n themſelves to be) and that when he hath once found 
of and brought them into the fold of his church, he 
rejoices over them with great joy ® ; and therefore 
neither he nor his father will ſuffer one of them to. 
be loſt again or periſh ©, ver. 11—14. See then 
that ye deſpiſe not, nor offend one of theſe litcle 
ones. Afterwards he gives inſtructions to * diſ- 
ciples how to act one towards another, in caſe there 
ſnould happen any private quarrels or offences 
among themſelves, who are brethren. And 1. he 
directs the offended brother to tell the offender of 
his fault privately, and argue the matter with him 
by himſelf alone, (without making it public, or 
mentioning it to any other. perſon) if by this means 
he may be brought to a due ſenſe of his error, and 
repent: but if he refuſe to hearken to this private 
admonition ; then, 2. he is directed to take two 
or three more with him, both to be witneſſes, 
if there ſnould be occaſion for it, as alſo to en- 
deavour by their mutual help and advice to bring 
him to repentance': but if he ſtil] refuſe to hear 
them likewiſe ; then, and only then, he is, in the 
third place, directed and commanded to tell it to 
the church, or that chriſtian ſociety to which the 
offending party belongs; and if after being argued 
with, and duly reproved by bis brethren in public, 
A 3 x he 

* 2 Kings vi. 16, 17. Acts v. 19 and xi. 7,.&c> 


Heb. i. 14. » Iſa. Ixii. 4, 5. Zeph. iii. 17. Joh 
X, 28, 29, 
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he continues obſtinate and refuſes to hear the church, 
let him then be excommunicated, or caſt out of the 
church, and be no more eſteemed a member of it. 
and a chriſtian brother (except he repent) but as a 
hardened infidel, or the moſt ſcandalous ſinner, even 
as an heathen man or a publican, who manifeſtly live 
in error under the power of fin and ſatan, ver. 15, 
16, 17. Our Lord then goes on to aſſure them that 
their dealing thus with an offending brother for this, 
or any other notorious offence, ſhall not be an im- 
potent vain cenſure of man's judgment, but being 
done according to his word, and by his authority, it 
ſhall be ratified in heaven. If you caſt them out of 
the chugch militant, Gop will caſt them out of the 
church triumphant ; and if upon their true repen- 
tance you receive them in again, Gop will receive 
them in again: „For verily I fay unto you what- 
< ſoever ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound in 
© heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth 
<< ſhall be looſed in heaven :” ver. 18. becauſe you 
have both my warrant and commandment for it, 
and my word and Spirit to guide you in it. And 
he farther adds, Gop will not only grant you your 
ſcriptural requeſts, and confirm your righteous judg- 
ment in your more public church- acts and cenſures; 
but if any of you on earth ſhall agree to aſk or do 
any thing according to my word and the will of 
Go, it ſhall be granted, and done for you of my 


father which is in heaven; ver. 19. and then in the 


words of the text/he aſſigns the grand reaſon why 
their prayers are ever heard, their decrecs confirmed, 
and their petitions granted; “ For where two ot 


<< three are gathered together in my name, there am 
V in the midſt of them.“ 


In 


* 


SERMON I. 7 


In theſe words are manifeſtly contained both a 
diretion and encouragement to ſocial worſhip 
whereby all chriſtians are warranted, directed, and 
encouraged to aſſemble themſelves and meet to- 

ther for religious purpoſes in the name of the 
| Lord JE sus; that by the means of hearing God's 

word, and prayer, together with other, inſtituted 
divine ordinances, their ſouls may be mutually fur- 
ther'd and edified in faith and love which is in 
CHRIsT JEsus. In whatever place men are aſſem- 
bled, and be their number ever ſo ſmall, though 
but two or three only; yet for their encourage- 
ment and comfort CHRIS here aſſures them, that 
if they are met in his name, he himſelf is in the 
midſt of them: there am I, ſaith CHRIS TH; he doth 
not ſay, there I may be, or there I Hall or will be 
hereafter ; but there am I, as one already gone be- 
fore to receive and welcome them at their coming ; 
or rather, No ſooner are they come together in 
% my name, but I am there alſo; they ſhall not 
© be a moment before me nor without me: My 
« dpirit and Preſence ſhall go along with them, 
© and I am and will be in the midſt of them.” 

In further diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall 
endeavour, 

I. To ſhew what is meant by the name of 
 CarisT. 

II. When perſons may be ſaid to meet together 
in his name, and who they are that do fo. 

III. I ſhall attempt to prove, that the ſmalleſt 
number, thus met in CHRIST 's name, have his pre- 
ſence eyer with them. 0 

IV. That in whatever place theſe are aſſembled, 
C unis (who is no more a reſpecter of places than 
of perſons) is always in the midſt of them. 


— 
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£ SERMON I. 
Laftly, I ſhall conclude with a ſuitable appli- 


cation and inferences, 


| Firſt then I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, what is 
meant by the name of CyRrisT.—By his name is 
often meant his authority and power 4. But the 
name of CHRISTH generally ſignifies that which he 
is by nature or by office. The firft reſpects his 
eſſential deity, the ſecond his mediatorial under- 
taking and office as Gop-man in one CHRIST : 
therefore he is often called Jehovah, both Gop and 
LorD, becauſe by nature he is Jehovah, over all, 
God bleſſed for ever. Amen. : 
My name, faith God, that is, my eſſential at- 
tributes, my nature, my deity, is in him : © His 
name, faith Ifaiah, ſhall be called, the mighty 
« Gop, the everlaſting Father f: that is, he 
ſhall be called fo becauſe he truly is ſo. Again, 
<« they ſhall call his name Immanuel, that is, Gon 
„ with us s:“ for, as Paul expreſſes it, he was 
% Gop manifeſted in fleſh Þ,” With reſpect to 
creation and providence, in the ſupport and govern- 


ment of the world, his name is called the word 


„ of Go,“ even „ the word that was with 
5 Gon, and was Gop *;” for all things were made 
* by him; he ſpake and it was done, he commanded 
and they were created.” Thus by faith we under- 
ſtand from the ſcriptures, that the worlds, both 
viſible and inviſible, were brought into being, and 
framed by the commanding voice of the ſecond per- 
ſon in the godhead, who is therefore called the 
word of GOD: Peter alfo teſtihes, that „. by the 
„% woRD of Gop the heavens were of old, and by 


e the 
Mark xvi. 17. Acts iv. 7 and 10, 1 Cor. v. 4. 
„ Excd. xxiii. 21. f Iſaiah ix. 6. s Mat. i. 23. 


1 Tim, iii. 16. i Rev. xix. 13. {* John i. 1. 
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& the ſame woRD are they now ſuſtained and kept 
« in ſtore againſt the day of judgment !:;” This 
is Gop's only begotten ſon (the worD that was 
made fleſh to take away our fins) whom he 
“ hath appointed heir of all things, by whom alſo 


“ he made the worlds, who being the brightneſs 


« of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of 
< his perſon, and upholding all things by the word 
c of his power, when he had by himſelf purged 
« our fins, ſat down on the right hand of the 


« majeſty on high n.“ Hence alſo he hath the 


name Jehovah our righteouſneſs,” becauſe he 
is Jehovah, and is alſo (by his incarnation and 
obedience unto death for our ſakes) made of Gon 


unto us righteouſneſs o. — " office he is the ap- 


pointed ſaviour of mankind. We have ſeen, 


„ ſaith John, and do teſtify, that the Father ſent. 
e the Son to be the ſaviour of the world ;” and as, 


ſuch, Jesus is his proper name, for he is the ſaviour 
of ſinners, and there is none elſe : This is the name 
that was given him by the angel before he was 
born of the virgin: Thou ſhall call (faith he) 


„ his name Jesus,“ and then he aſſigns the reaſon 


for it, “ becauſe he ſhall ſave his people from their 
fins?.” Jes&Us figniftes a ſaviour, and therefore 
he was called by that name. —And this name which 
God the Father hath given him is ſaid to be above 
every name. Such wiſdom, love and power, were re- 
quiſite to ſave ſinners, that none in heaven or earth 
but the Son of Gop only, was found worthy or able to 
engage in that glorious work, and to hniſh it: there- 
fore at the name of JEsVs he hath commanded every 
Ence to bow, both of things in heaven, and things 
on the earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every 
| 2 Pet. iii. 5, 6, 7. * Heb. i. 3, 4. * fer. xxai. 6. 
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every tongue ſhould confeſs that JesUs Cnris? 


is Lord unto the glory of Gop the Father 2. Thus 


JEsVs is the name which Gop hath given, and 
properly belongs to his only begotten Son, who 
was made of the ſeed of David according to the 
fleſh, that he might be à merciful and faithful high 
prieſt, to make reconciliation for the ſins of the 
people. He is alſo called CHRISTH, that is, the 
_ anointed, ſignifying that Gop hath called, fitted 
and appointed him, and no other, to be the ſaviour 
of the world. In this reſpect Gop hath rejected 
ell in heaven and earth as unworthy, and hath cho- 
fen, and with the Holy Ghoſt anointed, and ſealed 
the ſon of his love to be the ſaviour of fallen men, 
— Thus JEsus of Nazareth is the true Meſſiah, 
(promiſed in the ſcriptures of the prophets) the 
CHRIST, the Son of Gop, © whereof he hath 
given aſſurance unto all men in that he hath 
* raiſed him from the dead.“ And from hence 
at appears that the Son of Gop, the ſaviour of men, 
poſſeſſes two diſtinct natures, the one divine, and 


the other human, and that he is very God, and very 


man, in one perſon Nas Gop he was able to bear 
that amazing load of guilt which millions of men 
by fin had contracted, and to make an infinite and 
everlaſting ſatisfaction for it: As man, he was ca- 
pable of obeying, dying, and being made a curſe 
for us. CHRIST as man obeyed and died; whilſt 
as Gop he ſuſtained himſelf under his ſufferings, 
and infinitely merited redemption for his people : 
wherefore he ſaith, There is no GoD beſides me, 
a juſt Gop and a ſaviour : look unto me, and be 
« ye ſaved, all ye ends of the earth: for J am Gon, 
« and there is none elſe *,” 


The 


q Phil. 11. 9, 10, 11. Y Acts xlli. 32. 33. ibid. xvit. 
31. * lia. xLv. 21,22. | 
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The name JESUS then is a general name of 
office, which is peculiar and proper to CHRIST, the 
Son of Gop, becauſe he is the Saviour of mankind, 
and there is no other: but, in this name are con- 
tained three particular and diſtinct offices, viz. that 
of a prophet, prieſt, and king. He that is anointed 
to be the Saviour of the world as CHRISTH is, muſt 
needs be anointed to execute theſe three diſtin&t 
offices (and becauſe of this anointing with the holy 
Spirit, he is called CHRIST) elſe he could not he 
a perfect Saviour. For the condition of fallen 
man is ſuch as ſtands in need of help in all theſe 
reſpects ; his ignorance, guilt, and ſlavery require 
it: but CHRIST is of GoD anointed to perform 
and execute each of them, that he might be a 
ſuitable and complete Saviour of his people. Thus 
by his name JESsUs CHRIST, he is made known 
to us as the Saviour of men, whom Gop hath 
anointed, and ſent into the world, that he might 
be for ſalvation unto the ends of the earth: and 
„ whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall not be a- 
“ ſhamed,” 

Secondly, I propoſed to ſhew, when perſons may 
be ſaid to meet together in his name, and who th 
are that do ſo.— Now, to meet in CHR1sT's name 
is, Iſt, by his authority and power, having his 
word and warrant for it: and if it be aſked, who 
are the perſons that have this ſcripture-warrant and 
authority from CaRIsT to aſſemble in his name? 
I anſwer, All ſorts and all degrees of perſons what- 
ſoever, yea, whoſoever will, may aſſociate and meet 
together in the name of CHRIST: and let who 
will condemn them for it, CHRIST, who is Lord 
of all, will juſtify them in it, and is himſelf in the 
midſt of them, and will protect and countenance 
them by his Spirit and preſence ; and at his ſecond 


coming 


12 S ERM ON I. 


coming he will openly confeſs and acknowledge 


them to be his peculiar people, that have ſerved 


him and done his will on earth. Of ſuch he ſpeaks 


in the prophet Malachi; „And they ſhall be mine, 


& faith the Lord of hoſts, in that day when I make 
up my jewels, and I will ſpare them as a man 
„ ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him.” Nor 
hath any man, potentate, or. power upon earth, 
any right, warrant, or authority, to hinder, diſturb, 
or diſtreſs thoſe that are met together in the name 
of CHRiIsT; and whoſoever at any time attempts 
it, and doth it, is reckoned and determined already 
to be an oppoſer and enemy of CaRIsT himſelf, 


who will render tribulation to them that trouble 
his ſaints, and will deſtroy them with an ever- 


laſting deſtruction at his ſecond appearing and his 
kingdom ; for he is King of kings, and Lord of 


lords. When the Lord Jesvus ſhall be revealed. 


« in flaming fire with his mighty angels,” then 
fhall all the kings, judges, and great ones of the 
earth, and all of every rank and degree, who have 
hated, diſturbed, and perſecuted his faints, © cry 
„ unto the rocks and mountains to fall on them, 
« and hide them from the face of him that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the 


« Lamb.” Their preſent excuſe and pretence for 


ſo doing, (viz. that they are met in mean and un- 
licenſed places contrary to the cuſtoms and laws of 
profeſſing churches, cities, or nations; or that the 
were ſuſpected of concerting meaſures, and holding 
combinations treaſonable and injurious to the peace 
of the community, which the true ſervants of 
ChRIST never did, or can do) then, I ſay, their 
preſent excuſe will appear frivolous and vain, and 
their pretences for moleſting CHRIST's worſhippers 
and people a groſs falſehood ; it will then be made 
manifeſt 
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manifeſt (as the ſcripture now teſtifies) that enmi- 
ty againſt Gop, and hatred of his CHRIS, was 
the only cauſe of all the evil which the children of 
men have willingly and wilfully done againſt the 
ſaints of the Moſt High; for the beſt and moſt 
eaceable of all ſubjects in any kingdom upon earth, 
are the faithful ſubjects and ſervants of JESus 
CHRIsT, from whom they have received liberty 
and commandment to meet together in any place, 
at any time, and in whatever number, few or many, 
provided they meet in his name: who then can 
forbid, or endeavour to hinder them, without being 
guilty of rebellion againſt the Lozp, and fighting 
even againſt Gop? 
2dly, To meet in CarisT's name is to meet 
for the purpoſes that he hath appointed and com- 
manded; not for envy and ftrite, not for ſedition 
or miſchief to any man ; but for the furtherance of 
the goſpel ; that by means of reading and hearing 
the word of GoD, with prayer and thankſgiving, 
together with ſeafonable admonition and exhorta- 
tion, believers may be warned not to depart from 
the faith, nor turn alide to crooked ways; but to 
continue in the grace of Gop, and be built up an 
their moſt holy faith, and that they may know how 
. to bear one another's burdens, provoking unto loye 
and good works; as allo that, by the faithful 
preaching of his word, ſinners may be converted 
unto Gop, and believers be the more added to t 
Loxp. At their aſſemblies likewiſe they publicly 
own and confeſs CHRisT before men, that he 1s 
the only Loxp and Saviour, very and eternal Gop, 
as well as true and very man, and that there is no 
Saviour beſides him, no ſalvation in-any other. 
3dly, To meet in CHRIST's name is to meet in 
faith, relying and depending upon CHRIST alone, his 
redemption 
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redemption and interceſſion; both for remiſſion ar 
fins, acceptance with Gop, and conſtant ſupplies 
of the Spirit of grace; which through his name is 
promiſed to believers to help their infirmities, and to 
guide them into all truth : hereby they plainly declare, 
that all their hope of eternal life is grounded upon, 
and ſprings alone from the death and reſurrection 
of CHRIST; and that all their expectations of be- 
ing heard of Gop, ſo as to be kept and delivered 
from ſin, the world and ſatan, and to be furthered 
and eſtabliſhed in every good word and work, is 
From his interceſſion for them at the right hand of 
\Gop. This is the manner that they, which truly 
meet in CHRIST's name, pray and give thanks to 
God for all things in the name of our Lord Jesvs 
CHRIST ; thereby declaring, that we have nothing 
to procure our pardon and juſtification before Gop 
but CEHRIST's blood and righteouſneſs only, and 
that without CHRIST we can do nothing to help 
forward or keep us in our way heaven-ward : and 
thus the Father is glorified in the Son by all that 
truly meet in his name: For then we heartily ac- 
knowledge that our righteouſneſs and ſtrength is in 
CHRIsT, and that he is the author and finiſher of . 
our faith, and that all our diſpoſition and ability for 
good works is of Gop's free grace which is only pro- 
miſed and communicated thro' CHRISVTH to our ſouls, 
and is actually given to all believers for his name 
ſake, and by the faith of him. Now thus to meet- in 
faith relying only upon CHRIST, and expecting all 
things from God through CuRISTH, and again giving 
thanks for all things by CHRIST, is I ſuppoſe that 
which, in the text, 1s principally meant and intended 
by meeting in his name. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I proceed to ſhew that the ſmalleſt 
number, though but two or three only who are 


thus met in CHRIS T's name, have his preſence ever 
with them; CHRI1sT is in the midſt of them. Nou 


although no Chriſtian, as I ſuppoſe, will diſpute the 


truth of this aſſertion, becauſe CHRIS himſelf 
hath declared it; yet it may not be amiſs to point 
out a few reaſons for it, and why we ought moſt 
aſſuredly to believe it.—And, 1. He will be in 
the midſt of them, becaufe of his great love where- 


with he loved them, CHRISTH deſcended from 


heaven, and came into this world, and laid down his 
life for them, and if his love cauſed him thus 'ta 
humble himſelf, and to ſuffer for them, that he 
might deliver them from the curſe, and reconcile 
them unto Gop in the body of his fleſh through 
death; much more will he take care to keep them 
in the way of ſalyation, after that he hath been at 
ſuch infinite coſt and pains to bring them into it: 


For if when we were enemies, we were recon- 


„ ciled to Gop by the death of his ſon: much 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be faved by bis 
e life.”* Thus the love of CHRISTH will ever en- 
gage and conſtrain him to delight to be in the midſt 
of his people on earth, that he may keep them in 
their hearts near unto himſelf, and at laſt bring 
them to his heavenly kingdom. £00 

2. Becauſe it is the will of his Father, that not 
one of them whom he hath given him ſhould 
periſh ; and his delight is to do the Yather's will, 
yea, he came down bo heaven on purpoſe to lay 
down his life for his ſheep, whom the Father gave 


unto him, and it is the higheſt delight of Gon's 


only begotten ſon to ſee his Father's will -done, 


and to do it; which he doth in bringing many ſons 


unt 
t Rom. v. 10. 
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unto glory, by redeeming them from all iniquity, and 
bringing them into a ſtate of pardon and peace with 
. Gop through faith in his blood, and leading them 
ſafe to his Father's kingdom. ; | 
3. Becauſe they are his members, and are an 
eſſential part of his myſtical body the church, and 
hence he delights to be, and always is in the midſt 
of them; for the body and head are inſeparably 
united by a vital influence ſubſiſting between them, 
and the head hath the ſame care for the whole body; 
he hath the tendereſt regard for every part of jt, 
nor will he ſuffer the body by any means to be 
maimed : and the whole body is nouriſhed and ſup- 
plied with ſpirits, life, and ſtrength, from the head, 
though by means of joints and bands, that no one 
' Qember may be uſeleſs, loſt, or deftroyed. There- 
fore CHRIST, the glorious head of the church, 
who hears, ſees, taſtes, and feels for the whole 
dody, will never leave nor forſake it. — W herefore 
he faith, © becauſe J live, ye ſhall live alſo.” 

4. Becauſe they are met in his name to glorify 
the Father by him; and this is CHRIST's delight, 
that the Father ſhould be glorified in the ſalvation 
of finners through his name, who, according to the 
will of his Father, laid down his life for us, and 
took it up again. 1 

5. That he may encourage his people to meet 
for ſocial worſhip, though but two or three only, 
he hath promiſed ever to be in the midſt of them. 
They are often prevented from meeting many of 
them together in one place, either by perſecution 
from their enemies, or by their diſtance from the 
place where greater numbers of their brethren meet 
in CHRIST's name; yet they may, and it is their 
priviledge as well as their duty to deſire and ſeek, 
and feadily embrace every proper ppportunity of 

meeting 
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meeting together (let their number be ever ſo ſmall) 
för their ſouls edification, and furtherance in the 
faith; by godly converſation, reading the ſcriptures, 
prayer, and ſuch like duties; for where two or 
three are met in his name, there am I, ſaith CHRIST, 
in the midſt of them: by which words alſo he 
plainly intimates that this ſometimes, if not often, 
would be the caſe with ſome of his ſaints, who, in 
the courſe of their pilgrimage, would find but few 
chriſtian travellers, not perhaps above two or three 
in one place, who ſhould be able and willing to 
meet together in his name. | | 

6. That they might prefer ſocial to private wor- 
ſhip at all convenient ſeaſons, and not neglect the 
aſſembling themſelves together, whether hs 
many or few: becauſe ſpiritual coldneſs and deãu- 


. neſs, decays of brotherly love, and of zeal for Gop 


and good works, are the manifeſt effects of this 
unneceſſary wilful negle& : And CnRisT wills and 
commands his people to be united in his love and 
name, to be mutually helpful and ſympathizing one 
with another, to“ rejoice with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep ;” with- 
out envy rejoicing in one anothers joy, and fo be a 
partaker with them; and without grudging, bear- 
ing one another's burdens as members in the ſame 
body, whereof he is the head, and they in him, as 
heirs together of the grace of life. This then is 
a ſpecial promiſe to ſaints meeting in fellowſhip, 
and evidently implies, that where wilfully omitted, 
without neceſſary let and juſt cauſe, private reli- 
gious exerciſes will not be owned and countenanced 
by the preſence of CRRISTH ; to which we may 
apply. the words of our Lord on another occaſion : 
*© Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone.” Let not private exclude 

3 public 
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public ordinances, nor ſocial worſhip be pleaded as an 
excuſe for the neglect of private duties in their ſeaſon, 
both are commanded by the ſame Lord, which bein 
properly attended to, do mutually help and further 
each other, and are for-the general edification and 
comfort of the children. of Gop: but he that ne- 
glects the former, viz. ſocial duties, is preſumtuous, 
proud, ſelf-willed, and in danger of falling ſoully, if 
not finally; and he that neglects the latter is a mere 
outſide profeſior, and in danger of being found a hy- 
pocrite n that day. 

7. By public meetings for ſocial worſhip, the viſi- 
ble church of CHRISIH is maintained in the world: 
and as they hold fortli the word of life, the world is 
enlightened and ſeaſone.! by it; for, he ſaith, © Ve are 
the light of the world, ye are the ſalt of the earth.“ 
So that ſaints, eſpecially in their ſolemn aſſemblies, 
are the greate!t bleſſing to the inhabitants of the 
world; they even bear up the pillars of it, for CHRIST 
is in midſt of them and dwelleth in them: but they 
are particularly helpful and a bleſſing to each other 
when in CarisT's name they are met to pray and 
give thanks together, 

Now if CHRIST is where two or three are met 
together in his name, how much more where multi- 
tudes are thus aſſembled to hear the word of the Lo, 
to pray and ſing praiſes to Gop and the Lamb: 
if two or three ſparks, when put together, 
are by him kept alive and kindled into a flame by 
means of each other, much more when their num- 
ber is greatly increaſed: and if * A threefold cord 
<« is not eaſily broken,” much leſs is one of a hun- 
dred fold. Therefore let all ſaints diligently and un- 
weariedly attend on the public worſhip of Gop, 
and fellowſhip meetings one with another, whether 

| they 
v Matth. v. 13, 14, 
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tiey be few or many; and let private duties be con- 
2 obſerved with all conſtancy and fervency 
as in the ſight of God: if the former is ſlighted, 
the latter will ſoon fink into lifeleſs formality, if 
not totally be neglected ; and if the latter be left off, 
and diſregarded, the former alſo will ſoon be count- 
ed a weariſome ſervice, and be unprofitzble to us: 
for theſe duties go hand in hand, and mutuall 
ſupport one another, or elſe they decline and fall 
together. God in his word hath joined them to- 
gether, as hand-maids of chriſtian duty; and no 
wiſe, no gracious man will eyer attempt to diſunite 
and put them aſunder. | 
Fourthly ; I propoſed to ſhew, that in whatever 
place they are aſſembled in CHRIST's name, he 
himſelf is in the midſt of them. As CnRisT hath 
prevented and removed the objection of his peoples 
meeting together for ſocial worſhip and edifica- 
tion, becauſe they may happen to be but a few 
that are willing or able thus to meet in his name; 
ſo here alſo he removes another objection as to the 
place of their meeting: Some might imagine, that 
if they could not attend the public worſhip of the 
Temple, or at leaſt that of the Synagogue ; or apply+ 
ing it to the modern ſtile and cuſtom, to the Ca- 
thedral or Pariſh Church; that it would then be un- 
lawful, or at leaſt unprofitable, to meet together 
for religious purpoſes. But here CHRISTH removes 
this Jewiſh notion; and warrants, directs and com- 
mands his people to aſſemble wherever they con- 
veniently can: and he aſſures them, that if they 
meet in his name, where they are aſſembled, he 
himſelf is, and will be in the midſt of them. Let 
it be a field, or meeting-houſ?, or tabernacle, or 
what place ſoever : whethe it be built for that 
purpoſe or not: if they e met in CHRIST's 
B 2 name. 
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name, for their furtherance in faith and love, which 
is according to godlineſs; there CHRIST is alſo: 
he hath promiſed it, and he will perform it. It 
is manifeſt that our Lord doth not here prefer 
any one place to another, but ſpeaks with the ut- 
moſt indifference as to the place in which Chriſtians 
meet to worſhip Gop; for which the following 
reaſons may be aſſigned. | 
1. Becauſe no one place is in itſelf holier than 
another: indeed there have been places. which by 
God's appointment and preſence were on that ac- 
count called holy; ſuch as Sinai, before and at the 
giving of the law, alſo the land of Canaan, and 
eſpecially the city of Jeruſalem, and mount Zn, 
becauſe of the Temple wherein GoD dwelt : like- 
wiſe the mount whereon CHRIST was transfigured, 
is called the holy mount, Now theſe places were 
called holy, firſt, becauſe of the ſpecial preſence 
of Gop therein; ſecondly, becauſe his people wor- 
ſhipped him there, and Gop himſelf was in the 
midſt of them; thirdly, becauſe the land of Canaan 
typihed heaven itſelf; and Jeruſalem and mount 
Zion were types of the city of CHRIST, and of the 
living God, which is called the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem ; fourthly, becauſe the temple was a ſpecial 
type of the body of CHRIST, (as alſo of his myſti- 
cal body the church) in which God promiſed to 
dwell. But CHRIS the ſubſtance being now come, 
in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
* theſe types are vaniſhed away and aboliſh- 
ed: So that now there is no one place under hea- 
ven made by hands, which God hath appointed to 
dwell in, nor will dwell in, rather than any other: 
but where CHRIS is, there Gop is; and where 
true believers are, there is CHRIS in the midſt 
oi them. The tim e long ago fulfilled of which 
our 
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our LORD ſpake to the woman of Samaria, ſaying, 
« The hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this 
« mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip the 
“ Father, — But the hour cometh, and now is, 
« when the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
« Father in ſpirit and in truth: for the Father 
&« ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him: God is a ſpirit, 
&« and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in 
&« ſpirit and in truth.“ 

Since then theſe holy places were but typical, 
the antitype being come, Gop hath withdrawn 
his ſpecial preſence from them, as from Jeruſalem, 
&c. and there is no more any holineſs in them. 
But are not certain places under the Goſpel ſet a- 
part for divine worſhip by an epiſcopal conſecra- 
tion holier than they were before ? By no means. 
For the appointment is not of Gop and his CHRIST, 
but of men; and that by a corrupt imitation of 
dead ceremonies, which Gop himſelf hath long 
ago aboliſhed : moreover the patterns of things in 
the heavens under the law, were chiefly purified 
with the ſprinkling of the blood of their ſacrifices, 
which in theſe modern conſecrations is totally omit- 
ted; which by Gop's appointment ever was and 
ever will be an eſſential part of the purification 
both of perſons and places, whether carnally by 
types and ſhadows under the law ; or ſpiritually in 
reality and truth under the goſpel. Neither are 
there any ſymbols and tokens of the divine pre- 
ſence and approbation attending theſe papal or epiſ- 
copal conſecrations, But when the Jewiſh taber- 
nacle and temple, with its furniture, were conſe- 
crated by their prieſts (at God's commandment) 
with the typical blood of beafts, &c. Gop mani- 
teſted his divine approbation, and then they were 
ſpecially ſanctified by the immediate preſence and 

B 3 viſible 
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viſible glory of the Gop of Iſrael:“ ſo that thoſe 


places were in a relative and typical ſenſe eminentl 
holy, as we ſaid before. But as they were ſet a- 
part and ſanctified for Gop's peculiar ſervice on] 
with a view to CHRIST, to be a worldly ſanctua 
and temporal figure of his incarnation and obla- 
tion, and entering into heaven itſelf with his own 
blood (together with the redemption and ſanCtifi- 
cation, and glorification of his church and people, 
by his blood and Spirit) the holineſs of thoſe places 
in any ſenſe whatever, is now determined and come 
to an end. Beſides, none but the Jewiſh prieſts, 
ſince the time of Moſes, had ever any warrant and 
command from Gop to ſanctify and conſecrate 
places of worſhip to his name; had any of the 
Gentiles pretended to it, they would have done it 
1 but now the thing ſignified thereby 

eing come, viz. the true tabernacle of CHRIsT's 
body, the true ſacrifice of himſelf to Gop for the 
fins of many, who with his blood is entered into 
heaven itſelf, whereby he hath obtained eternal re- 
demption for them, and ſecured heaven to them: 
Who then, I ſay, can now revive theſe aboliſhed 
Carnal ſhadows in any ſenſe, without being guilty 
of implicitly denving that CHRISH is come in the 
fleſh, or that he hath finiſhed the work which the 
Father gave him to do ? 

2. It is the word, Spirit, and preſence of Gop 
and his CarisT alone, that conſtitutes and makes 
any perſon or place, in any ſenſe whatever to be 
holy. By his word he commands it, by his Spirit 
he makes it holy, and by his preſence he declares it 
to be ſo: no conſecrating act therefore of any prieſt 
by any means whatever, can make any place holy 


which Gop doth not by his word appoint, _— 
L Exod, xxix. 43, 444 
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his Spirit and preſence make to be ſo. And I know 
of no place which in his word he hath declared to 
be holier than any other upon earth, or by his pre- 
ſence manifeſts to be ſo, ſince the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and of the Jewiſh worldly ſanctuary, 
and ſervice ; but in every place where his ſaints and 
faithful ſervants are met together in his name, there 
CHRIST is; and, for that reaſon, ſo long as they 
continue to meet in his name, and during the time 
of their being aſſembled, but no longer, may that 
place be called holy; for CHRIST both comes, 
and departs with them : for the place is not holy by 
any conſecrating act, but as it were eventually, be- 
cauſe his people happen occaſionally or ſtately 
there to meet to worſhip Gop, and have CHRIS 
in the midſt of them; for it is not the place, 
but the perſons and hearts of his worſhipers that he 
ſanctifies, in whom alſo he dwells, by his word and 
Spirit, through faith. Now theſe, even the people, 
which he hath ſanctified with his own blood, ar: 
the church and temple of Gop, whercof CHRIST, as 
man and mediator, is Lord and head. And it miat- 
ters not where theſe are met to worſhip Gop ; for in 
whatever part of the world, in Britain, Germany, 
or America; in whatever place, licenſed or un- 
licenſed, whether with or without a ſteeple; they 
have not only warrant from Gop's word there to 
meet, but CHRisT himſelf is alſo with them. 
Therefore his apoſtle St. Paul acknowledges for his 
chriſtian brethren, and wiſhes grace and peace, 
* unto all that in every place call upon the name of 
* our Lok D Jesvs CHNIST, both theirs and ours.“ 
And it were to be wiſhed that many of the igno- 


rant people of this land, were undeceived in this, 


as well as in many other vulgar errors; and not 
B 4 deluded, 
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24 SERMON I. 
deluded, and blindly ſuffered to imagine that the 


place, and not themſelves, are the church; whereb 

they are led ignorantly and ſuperſtitiouſly to have a 
blind zeal for the empty place; ſuppoſing it to be 
peculiarly holy as the actual ſanctuary of Gop; 
and at the ſame time are as ignorant, as they are 
negligent, concerning the neceſſity of their own 


perſonal holineſs, and that they themſelves, if 
Chriſtians, are the very church and temple of the 


living GD: and their ignorance herein is the 
parent of much bitter zeal, calumny, perſecution, 
cruelty, and of many groſs immoralities, productive 
of the moſt fatal conſequences. Such zealots would 
do well to conſider the words of the prophet, which 
Stephen once applied to their Jewiſh brethren, 
whom he calls “ ſtiff-necked, and uncircumciſed 
& in heart and ears:” The words are theſe ; 
Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my foot- 
* ſtool: What houſe will ye then build unto me, 
« faith the Lord? or what is the place of my reſt? 
* hath not my hands made all theſe things ?” 


Theſe perſons, in their blind zeal, are very apt 


alſo to charge the guilt of ſchiſm upon many. that 
are wholly innocent of the matter, and to brand 
them with the name of ſchiſmatics, becauſe they 
are not of their church communion, when they 
themſelves are at the ſame time notoriouſly guilty 
of it; for the word Zxyioua, Schiſm, (which we 
ſuppoſe, is generally miſunderſtood and miſapplied) 
in Matt. ix. 10. and Mar. ii. 21. ſimply means a 
rent in a garment ; which may be, and generally 
is, without an entire ſeparation of any part from it: 
And when this word is applied to the minds and 
actions of men in matters of religion; I cannot 
find that it ever ſignifies a proper, or total ſepara» 

tion 

? Ads vii. 49, 50. 
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tion of any one or more members from the body 
of chat church or ſociety to which they belong; 
but only a contentious rent, or diviſion among 
them, whilſt at the ſame time, they continue toge- 
ther in one and the ſame communion : Neither is 
ſchiſm, a diviſion and ſtrife about any eſſential ar- 
ticle, or doctrine of faith; but a ſeparation in ſenti- 
ment or opinion only, attended with verbal diſſen- 
tions about perſons or things indifferent, which 
themſelves allow not to be eflential in religion : 
yet as it is ſinful in itſelf, and is often the parent 
of greater evils, through the pride of men, by their 
mutually galling and wounding one another; and 
is ſometimes productive even of herefies, which the 
apoſtle intimates in 1 Cor. xi. 19. it ought to be 
moſt diligently oppoſed, and carefully avoided : but 
if at any time an entire ſeparation from the church 
or communion to which a perſon belongs ſhould 
take place, (which ought never to be done but 
when a profeſling church maintains or countenances 
fundamental errors in principle or practice) yet 


this ſeparation is not what is called ſchiſm in ſcrip- 


ture, or what is meant by it : as is plain from thoſe 
paſſages where the word occurs: See John vii. 43. 
and ix. 16. and x. 19. 1 Cor. i. 10. and xi. 28. 
and xii. 25. Theſe I think are the only places 
where the word is found in the New Teſtament. 
It is therefore a manifeſt miſapplication, and abuſe 
of the word, (calculated only to frighten the vulgar, 
and deceive the ignorant) when the Proteſtants are 
by the Papiſts called Schiſmatics, or when ſome of 
the church of England give the ſame odious name 
to any of the Diſſenters; for the ſchiſm is rather 
among themſelves, whilſt they hold together in one 
communion, and yet are ſo divided in their opi- 
nions as to be contentious, and to quarrel one with 


another: 
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another: This then is what the ſcripture calls 
ſchiſm, viz. When members of the ſame body are 
at variance, divided and contending one againſt 
another about matters indifferent, and circum- 
ſtantials, whether it relates to perſons or things: 
for the Jews, in their ſchiſms or diſſentions con- 


cerning CHRIST, were only divided in their opi- 


nion about him, without ſeparating from the Jewiſh 
church, or becoming his diſciples. So likewiſe in 
the ſchiſms of the church at Corinth; the brethren 
there did not leave the church of CHRIST, or ſe- 
parate themſelves into different ſocieties, and con- 
gregations; but were only divided in their ſenti- 
ments, and had contentions about their preachers, 
as Paul and Peter, &c. (though ſome of them in- 
deed began to entertain Hhereſies, ſuch as denyin 
the reſurrection of the body.) But as-ſuch kind 
of ſtrifes and diviſions are contrary to the goſpel 
of GoD, who hath called us to peace, and hath 
forbid us to glory in men; it behoves all the true 
and faithful followers of CHRIST to lay them aſide, 
and avoid them. — But if the Proteſtants are not 
ſchiſmatics by ſeparating from the church of Romez 
yet the Papiſts will, and do affirm, that we are 
heretics; but this charge is as groundleſs and falſe 
as the former: for hereſy is an error in the foun- 
dation of religon; which a man that is an heretic 
falls into, and embraces of his own voluntary 


choice, and willingly maintains, and obſtinately 


defends : ** He thercfore, ſaith the apoſtle, that is 
© ſuch, is ſubverted and ſinneth, being condemned 
4c of himſelf ;” that is, he ſinneth not through in- 
firmity, but of choice, wilfully ſhutting his eyes 
againſt the evidence of truth ; and had rather con- 
tinue in his hereſy, than be convinced and brought 
out of it. But no man can be juſtly charged —_ 
| 18 
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this ſin that doth not worſhip idols, nor deny the 
deity of JEsUs CHRIST, nor the ſcripture-doctrine 
of juſtification by faith alone in his blood, nor the 
neceſſity of holineſs in heart and life; and that 
doth not hold any other doctrine that is naturally 
and neceſlarily deſtructive of any of them. And it 
is certain that no true Proteſtant holds any of theſe 
hereſies; though it is notorious that the Papiſts 
hold many of them. Thus both the ſect of the 
Sadducees, and the ſect of the Phariſees, falſely 
charged the apoſtles and chriſtians of old with the 
guilt of hereſy, when at the ſame time the fin lay 
at their own door, and the ſcripture charges them 
with it, Acts v. 17. and xxvi. 5. In like manner 
arc the Proteſtants now condemned, as heretics, by 
the Papiſts, when themſelves alone are guilty of 
the charge: for by them eſpecially damnable he- 
reſies have been A into the church, and 
6“ many, as it was propheſied of old, have followed, 
& and do yet follow their pernicious ways, by rea- 
“ ſon of whom the way of truth is evil ſpoken 
&© of,” 2 Pet, ii. 1, 2. And therefore it behoved 
us to come out from amongſt them, leſt by bcing 
partakers of their fins, we ſhould be alſo partakers 


of their plagues, But this our ſeparation from the 


Papiſts is no ſeparation from the true church of 
CHRIST, and of the living Gon: whoſe faith and 
practice is fully revealed and deſcribed in the holy 
ſcriptures ; touching all points both of doctrine and 
diſcipline which are neceſſary to ſalvation, and to 
the peace and edification of the church. Therefore 
all true Proteſtants may, on this occaſion, adopt the 
words of St. Paul, when he vindicated himſelf from 
the ſame charge brought againſt him by the Jewiſh 
high pricſt and council: for we confeſs, as he did, 
That after the way which they call hereſy, ſo 
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« worſhip we the Gop of our fathers ;” even the 


Lonp Gopb of the holy prophets and apoſtles. 


The plain truth therefore is, that as the Jewiſh, 
fo the Romiſh church hath fundamentally erred, . 


and is departed from the faith and doctrine of the 


holy ſcripture : hence every true church of CHRIST, 
and every one that would be ſaved, muſt needs ſe- 
parate from her; whole abominable idolatries and 
doctrines of Devils; whoſe rejection of the ſcrip- 
ture doctrine of juſtification by faith alone in 
Cunlsr IEsus, and eſtabliſhment of the contrary 
doctrine of the merit of man's own righteouſneſs, 
&c. &c. fully demonſtrate, and prove her to be 
guilty of that hereſy with which ſhe falſely charges 
thoſe Chriſtians who are ſeperated from her. And 
it is not only lawful, but the bounden duty of all 
true chriſtians to ſeperate themſelves from every 
profeſſing church, that holds and obſtinately de- 
fends any fundamental error: for what fellow- 
« ſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs, or 
< what concord hath CHR1s' with Belial?“ Where- 
fore © come out from amongſt them, and be ye 
“ ſeparate, faith the Lok.“ 

If it be ſaid, that the proteſtants are divided into 
factions and parties among themſelves, ſo that they 
cannot agree to hold an outward communion and 
fellowſhip one with another; yet as the difference, 
in general, is not about fundamentals, whatever 
they may be charged with, they cannot, on that 
account, be juſtly charged with ſchiſm, or hereſy : 
but this we confeſs, that the ſcripture knows of no 
allowed difference in communion among the true 
worſhippers and profeſſing people of Gon; who 
hold the head CHRIST, and unitedly agree in the 
fundamentals of faith and practice : and whoever 
on any other account refuſes to admit, or to hold 

250 communion 
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communion with their Chriſtian brethren, are, I 
humbly conceive, worthy of reproof, and cannot, 
in this their practice, be juſtified from the ſcripture, 
either by precept or example. And I think alſo, 
that it manifeſtly tends to break the viſible order 
and peace of the churches of CHRIST, which in 
ſpirit and faith are always firmly united. Thoſe 
then that are inwardly united and have fellowſhip in 
the ſpirit, ſhould not be outwardly divided and at 
variance in the letter: for CHRisT, who is their 
common Lord, and a head of influence to all that 
are partakers of the common faith and hope of the 
goſpel, holds communion with them all (that in 
every place call upon his name in truth and love) 
and they with him: wherefore he ſaith, * where 
$ two or three are gathered together in my name, 
« there am I in the midſt of them.” a 
Were Chriſtians then of all denominations to 
place their religion, not in the difference of places 
where they aſſemble, not in the tranſient circum- 
ſtantials of it, nor in the mere external form and 
modes of diſcipline and order wherein they differ; 
but in the ſubſtantial and eſſential parts of the re- 
ligion of JesUs CHRIST, conſiſting in faith, and 
love, and holineſs, wherein they all agree: was 
this, I ſay, the caſe, none would be condemned, 
deſpiſed and inſulted by their brethren for attending 
at different places where CHRIsT is preached unto 
them, and where Gop is worſhipped in ſpirit and 
in truth; nor for any other circumſtantial difference 
in modes of ſhadows and forms of order : but thoſe 
among the various diflenting denominations of Pro- 
teſtants would ceaſe to condemn their Chriſtian 
brethren of the eſtabliſhment ; and thoſe again of the 
church of England would not deſpiſe and cenfure 
their diſſenting brethren ; ſeeing that, and that 
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alone, wherein they are agreed, conſtitutes them 
Chriſtians; and that wherein they differ makes 
them neither the more nor leſs ſo: becauſe it is 
only their being truly met in CHRIST's name which 
conſtitutes either of them a Chrſtian church or 


aſſembly; and their living by faith in ChRIST, 


conſeſſing his name, walking in the fear of Gop, 
and in love to men, eſpecially to the ſaints ; is that 


done which declares and "manifeſts them to e 


Chriftians indeed; both in heart before Gop, and 
in life before men. 

Thus the place where Chriſtians meet is inno ſenſe 
whatever any part of the church, but they them- 
ſelves are the church of CHRIST, which he hath 
purchaſed, and ſanctifies with his own blood; and 
wherever theſe are aſſembled in his name, there is 
CHrrisT, their living head and Lox D; who gave 
himſelf for his whole church, “ that he might 
« ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water 
% by the word: and every one of theſe, when 
they are effectually called, and regenerated, are 
truly and vitally united, by the Spirit, to CHRIST, 
their glorious l 
part of the temple of the living Gop: wherefore 
he ſaith, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
and I will be their Gop, and they ſhall be my 
« people *.“ And as they who are yet ſcattered 
abroad continue to be called, and gathered by the 
word and ſpirit of truth, into the knowledge and 
fellowſhip of CHRIS H; the whole building in- 
creaſeth, and groweth into an holy temple in the 
LorD ; in whom all ſaints, of every denomination, 
are builded together for an habitation of Gop thro' 
the Spirit. Now of this temple, CHRIS as a living 
ſtone, is placed for the only and ſure foundation, 
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to whom all his people coming are, when they 
come, made living ſtones by CHRIST, and being 
united to him, are built up a ſpiritual houſe : fo 
then the whole church, comprehending the ſeveral 
aſſemblies and parts of it, as ſo many members of 


Crxr1sT's myſtical body, both in heaven and earth, 
is together, and in union with CHRIST, their 


common Lord and Head; the one, true, only tem- 
ple of the living Gop. This body of CHRIST is 
his fulneſs, and is that holy catholic or univerſal 
church “ which QB hath purchaſed with his own 
&« blood.” And thele, wherever they are, and 


whoever they be, are, and ſhall be united to CHRIST, 


and made one with him, by the eternal Spirit; and 
hence they become and are called the body of 
CHRIsT,.and members in particular; the ſaints and 
faithful in CHRIST JEsUs. Therefore I heartily 
concur with the XIXth article of the church of Eng- 
land, which ſaith ; that“ the viſible church of 
„ CHRIST is a congregation of faithful men, in the 
„ which the pure word of God is preached, and 
ce the ſacraments be duly adminiſtered, accordin 
«© to CHRIsT's ordinance in all thoſe things that 
“of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame.” | 
Here you ſee the church of CarisT, is not a 
place built of periſhing materials, ſuch as wood, 
and ſtone, &c. with a tower or ſteeple on it, but 


a congregation of faithful men, 1. e. of perſons who 


believe in CHRIST, and ſtedfaſtly adhere to him, 
relying upon CHRIsT alone for ſalvation ; proving 
at the ſame time the truth and ſincerity of their 
faith in CRRIST, by a holy walk and godly con- 
verſation, 

2. In this church wherever it it is found, the 
pure word and goſpel of God is preached ; not the 
commandments and traditions of men, not the 

morality 
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32 SERMON I. 
morality of heathen infidels, who knew not Gon, 
nor obeyed the goſpel: but in this church of 
CHRIsT the pure word and goſpel of Gop ig 
preached, and on this account the church is called, 
and is the pillar and ground of the truth.“ 

3- In this church, © the ſacraments, i. e. bap- 
© tiſm and the Lord's ſupper, be duly adminiſtered 
« according to CHRIsT's ordinance, in all thoſe 

<< things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame;” 
which as to the former, viz. baptiſm, neither the 
circumſtances of time, nor any particular mode, are 
eſſentially requiſite, or neceſſary to the due admi- 
niſtration of it; but this only I conceive to be ne- 
ceſſary, wherein all true chriſtian proteſtants are 
agreed, i. e. with water ſolemnly to baptiſe the 
perſon, either by waſhing, or ſprinkling, or im- 
merſion in the name of the LoxD JESUS. And as 
to the latter ordinance, viz. the LorD's ſupper, 
neither kneeling nor ſitting, nor any particular 
quality or quantity of bread or wine, are of neceſſi 
requiſite to the right receiving of the ſame : but a 
decent eating bread and drinking wine ſet apart 
for that uſe, as ſymbols, and in remembrance of 
the body and blood of CHRIST, once broken and 
ſhed for the ſins of many, even of all that come to 
God by him. But let it be remembered that none 
is, nor can be a worthy partaker at this ordinance, 
who hath any hope or confidence towards Gop, 
but what ariſes from the oblation and compleat re- 
demption of CHRIsT only ; heither can any of the 
faithful, unleſs they exerciſe in their hearts faith 
on CHRISTH crucihed, whilſt they are uſing the 
viſible figns of it, be ſpiritually refreſhed and pro- 
fitted in their ſouls by coming to the LorD's table, 
although it is their duty and priviledge to be found 
attending 
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SERMON I. 24 
attending on it. Now this church of faithful men 
meeting in CRRIST's name, is, I doubt not, to be 
found in ſeveral places, among moſt, if not all of 
the various proteſtant denominations of chriſtians 
in Europe, and in all other parts of the world 
where CHRIST is known, loved, and adored ; 
and the perſons conſtituting ſuch congregations, 
whether many or few, that meet in CHRIST's name, 
are the — of CHRIST, and no other: whether 
they be Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, Independents, 
or b whatever other names they are diſtinguiſhed, 
and known in the earth. | | 

Laſtly, I ſhall draw a few inferences from the 
whole. | 

And 1. I infer, that whoſoever, and whereſoever 
any perſons, are aſſembled for religious purpoſes, if 
they are not profeſſedly and ſincerely met in the 
name of CHRIST, he is not with them; neithet 
are their readings, preaching, prayers, or ſervices, 
at all acceptable to God, or pleaſing in his ſight : 
but on the contrary, they are an abomiriatign to 
him, It is not the time, nor place, nor number, 
nor quality of perſons met together, that recom- 
mends them to Gop, or makes their fervice ac- 
ceptable to him; but CHRIST alone, his blood and 
Spirit doth it; whereof all that truely believe in 
CHRIST, are partakers. | oy | 

2. Much leſs is CHRIsT in the midſt of thoſe 
who are met and aſſembled for lewd, ſeditious, and 
wicked purpoſes: men that meet in order to con- 
trive methods for perſecuting the ſaints, and op- 
preſſing the poor; for rioting and drunkennels, 
chambering and wantonneſs, ſtrife and enyying 3 
are ſo far from having CHrRIsT among them, 
that they are manifeſtly met to oppoſe him; and are 
actually engaged in ſupporting the kingdom of 
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| morality of heathen infidels, who knew not Gon, 


nor obeyed the goſpel: but in this church of 
CHRIsT the pure word and goſpel of Gop ig 
preached, and on this account the church is called, 
and is the pillar and ground of the truth.“ 

3. In this church, © the ſacraments, i. e. ba 
© tiſm and the LorD's ſupper, be duly adminiſtered 
« according to CHRIsT's ordinance, in all thoſe 
<< things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame;” 
which as to the former, viz. baptiſm, neither the 
circumſtances of time, nor any particular mode, are 
eſſentially requiſite, or neceſſary to the due admi- 
niſtration of it; but this only | Sentry to be ne- 
ceſſary, wherein all true chriſtian proteſtants are 
agreed, 1. e. with water ſolemnly to baptiſe the 
perſon, either by waſhing, or ſprinkling, or im- 
merſion in the name of the LoRD JESUS. And as 
to the latter ordinance, viz. the Lord's ſupper, 
neither kneeling nor fitting, nor any particular 
quality or quantity of bread or wine, are of neceſſi 
requiſite to the right receiving of the ſame : but a 
decent eating bread and drinking wine ſet apart 
for that uſe, as ſymbols, and in remembrance of 
the body and blood of CHRisT, once broken and 
ſhed for the ſins of many, even of all that come to 
God by him. But let it be remembered that none 
is, nor can be a worthy partaker at this ordinance, 
who hath any hope or confidence towards Gop, 
but what ariſes from the oblation and compleat re- 
demption of CHRIST only; neither can any of the 
faithful, unleſs they exerciſe in their hearts faith 


on CHRISH crucified, whilſt they are uſing the 


viſible ſigns of it, be ſpiritually refreſhed and pro- 
fitted in their ſouls by coming to the Lord's table, 
although it is their duty and priviledge to be found 
attending 
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SERMON I. 33 
attending on it. Now this church of faithful men 
meeting in CHRIST's name, is, I doubt not, to be 
found In ſeveral places, among moſt, if not all of 
the various proteſtant denominations of chriſtians 
in Europe, and in all other parts of the world 
where CHRIST is known, loved, and adored ; 
and the perſons conſtituting ſuch congregations, 
whether many or few, that meet in CHRIST's name, 
are the church of CHRIS, and no other: whether 
they be Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, Independents, 
or by whatever other names they are diſtinguiſhed, 
and known in the earth. | | 

Laſtly, I ſhall draw a few inferences from the 
whole. | mth | 
And 1. I infer, that whoſoever, and whereſoever 
any perſons, are aſſembled for religious purpoſes, if 
they are not profeſſedly and fincerely met in the 
name of CHrIsT, he is not with them; neithet 
are their readings, preaching, prayers, or ſervices, 
at all acceptable to God, or pleaſing in his ſight : 
but on the contrary, they are an abomiriatipn to 
him. It is not the time, nor place, nor number, 
nor quality of perſons met together, that recom- 
mends them to Gop, or makes their ſervice ac- 
ceptable to him; but CHRIsT alone, his blood and 
Spirit doth it; whereof all that truely believe in 
CHRIST, are partakers. 5 | 
2. Much leſs is CHrIsT in the midſt of thoſe 
who are met and aſſembled for lewd, ſeditious, and 
wicked purpoſes: men that meet in order to con- 
trive methods for perſecuting the faints, and op- 
prefling the poor; for rioting and drunkenneſs, 
chambering and wantonneſs, ſtrife and enyying 3 
are ſo far from having CyHrIsT among them, 
that they are manifeſtly met to oppoſe him; and are 
actually engaged in ſupporting the kingdom of 
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ſatan, by whom they are led and governed, and 
whom they willingly ſerve. In ſhort, whoſoever 
at any time, and for whatſoever purpoſe are met 
together, if they cannot ſincerely and heartily pray, 
that Gop would bleſs and proſper them in thoſe 
things for which they are met, and that CHRIST's 
preſence may be with them (which in all lawful 
meetings and honeſt matters men ever may and 
ought to do) they don't meet in the name of 
CHRIST : and let this be a rule to you my bre- 
thren, and unto all men; that whether you eat or 
drink, or whatſoever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord JESsUs, as in the 
fight of Gop who trieth our hearts; that you may 
be able alſo to give thanks always for all things 

Lord Jesus CHRIST. 3 
3. Neither are men met in CHRIS T's name, if 
they do not unfeignedly believe in him, and heartily 
depend upon him; or if they hold the form, and deny 
the power of godlineſs: for their holding a form of 
ſound words without mixing faith therewith, and 
relying upon CHRIST, will avail them nothing: 
they may cry, Lord, Lord, and yet regarding 
iniquity in their hearts, and refuſing to obey his 
word, he will not hear them, nor be with them. 
David tells us that his infidel or perſecuting ene- 
mies, in the time of their diſtreſs, cried unto the 
LoRD, and he anſwered them not. And we read 
of others, who ** come before him as his people, 
de and fit under his word and hear it, whilſt in 
their hearts they are going after their covet- 
< ouſneſs; but he abhors both them and their 
ſolemn meetings: They may, as to word and form, 
uſe the very name of IEsus in their prayers, yet 
not believing on him, and loving him in their 
hearts; 


unto Gop and the Facher, in the name of our 


SERMON I . 
hearts ; CHRIST will no more ſupport or counte- 
nance them than he did the ſeven ſons of Sceva; 
who ignorantly, without faith, attempted to caſt 
out devils in the name of Iꝝsus, becauſe Paul did 
ſo; but being deſtitute of Paul's faith, they were 
ſhamefully diſappointed to their hurt and wound- 
ing : thus alſo, the Egyptians ſeeing Iſrael paſs 
through the Red Sea, aſſayed without their faith to 
do the ſame, but periſned in the attempt. For 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gop, and he 
that hears, or reads his word, or. prays without 
mixing faith therewith, is neither heard of Gop, 
nor profited to his ſoul's ſalvation. 

4. All Chriſtians have a plain warrant from 
CHRIST to meet together in any place whatſoever 
(and it behoves them ſo to do) no man having any 
authority from GoD to forbid or moleſt them : let 
public ordinances therefore, and fellowſhip mcet- 
ings, be diligently attended to by all faints, and be 
counted their privilege as well as their duty ; that 
they all may receive mutual edification and com - 
fort, which they are ever encouraged from the 
Logp to expect, provided they meet in CHRIST's 
name; for ſuch he hath promiſed to meet with, 
and always is in the midſt of them. Although this 
building, and the people meeting in it, may be 
held in great contempt by many of the inhabitants 
of this place, becauſe as yet they know not Gon, 
nor ſerve the LoRD CHRISTH; yet count it your 
privilege to meet here for religious purpoſes, and 
be encouraged ſo to do though but two or three 
only, for which you have free liberty and warrant, 
not only from the LoRD CarisT, who is © King 
Jof Kings and Lord of Lords ;” but by his gra- 
cious indulgence towards us from the wholſome 
laws-alſo of this land, which according to the will 
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and word of Gop, do tollerate and allow all 
Chriſtians to meet when and where they pleaſe, 
without let or diſturbance from lawleſs perſons; 
provided we meet not for wicked and ſeditious pur- 
poſes ; but as true ſubjects peaceably to worſhip 
Gop, and edify one another in the faith of the 
goſpei. But all other meetings which are treaſon- 
able againſt the king, hurtful to the peace of civil 
ſociety, or any ways injurious to our neighbour, 
are by no means to be tollerated or connived at. 
But let none of the true diſciples of CHRIST at any 
time engage in ſuch worldly and pernicious com- 
binations as theſe: “ O, my foul, come not thou 
< into their ſecrets; unto their aſſembly mine honour 
«© be not thou united.” Remember alſo the words 
of our LORD to Peter, when with carnal weapons he 
would have defended him: “ Put up thy ſword in- 


to his ſheath, for all 2 that take the ſword ſhall 


<« periſh with the ſword.” Our meeting is in the name 
of the prince of peace, ©* whoſe kingdom is not of 


this world;” all Chriſtians therefore that truly 


follow CHRIsT are peace-makers, and not peace- 
breakers : we are only to fight againſt fin, the fleſh, 
and the devil. And herein CHRIST, as the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, is ever with us, and goes. be- 
fore us; but he will never ſupport or countenance 
us in any other war, nor even in this, if we uſe 
carnal weapons therein : for this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, and fin and ſatan, even our 
faith in CHRIST and his blood, But let us carefully 
obſerve, and may it be ever remembered by us, that 
the ſtreſs in all our religious meetings muſt not at all 
de laid on the time or number met together; but in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, and in any place, whether 
tew or many, the whole for our ſouls profit turns on 
our meeting in CHR1s't's name, and that the word 
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SERMON I. 37 
which we hear, is faittfulty ſpoken in his name, and 
that we mix faith therewith: and are not many of 

ou at this time met here in the name of CHR15T ? 

Is it not to hear his word, to ſhew your love to 
his name and goſpel, to expreſs your dependance 
on him and hope in him, and to have your ſouls 
quickened and increaſed in faith and love and holi- 
neſs? And in thus continuing to wait on the LoRD in 
his appointed ways ſor theſe heavenly benefits, you 
may expect, and will undoubtedly find your ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength to be renewed : and by conſtantly 
meeting in CHRIST's precious name, your ſouls by 
the words of faith and ſound doctrine, will be 
nouriſhed and built up in faith and love which is in 
CnRIsT JESUS, | 

Laſtly, I would obſerve, that this building is 
not (as ſome may ſurmiſe) erected by way of 
oppoſition to any other place of divine worſhip 
whatever; but only, as far as I have heard or 
known, for the ſake of preaching CHRIST's goſpel, 
that ſinners thereby may be converted unto Gon 
from the errors of their ways ; and for the building 
up of the faints in their moſt holy faith: for we 
know that the Goſpel of CHRISTH is the power 
« of GoD unto Salvation to every one that be- 
« lieveth.” This goſpel, Paul, though a priſoner 
at Rome, and that in the time of Nero, was per- 
mitted to preach publickly in his own hired houſe, 
which he did two full years, with all confidence, 
no man forbidding him. And this goſpel, my bre- 
thren, ſo far as you underitand, and receive and 
heartily embrace it, will influence and form your 
hearts unto all holy obedience ; for it is the word 
of Gop's grace, which received into the heart, 
worketh effectually unto ſalvationjn all them that be- 
lieve it. Therefore I beſeech you, it you are, or would 
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38 SERMON I. 
be thought, friends and partakers of the gofpel of 
the bleſſed Gop, and his CHRIST; ſtrive to make 
it manifeſt by walking worthy of it, in all good 
works, in faith and patience, humilicy and meck- 
neſs : not ſeeking the preheminence one above an- 
other, but in honour preferring each to other for 
the LorD's fake : always endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, by mu- 
tual forbearance, long ſuffering and forgiveneſs 
one towards another: as your faith, ſo let your 
love, be unfeigned ; not in word, and in tongue, 
but in deed, and in truth : love as brethren ; live 
as Chriſtians : by a holy, peaceable, godly walk, 
and converſation, ſtop the mouths of your ene- 
mies ; if by truth and love you cannat win their 
hearts: thus follow peace with all men, and holi- 
neſs, without which no man fhall ſee the Loxp: 
and may you daily grow in grace, abound in the 
fruits of righteouſneſs which by JesUs CHRIST are 


acceptable and well pleaſing to Gop; to whom be 
glory for ever, Amen, 


SERMON 
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Aers v. 42. 


And daily in the temple, and in every houſe, they 
ceaſed not to teach and preach Ixsus CHRIST. 


E are told, both in this and the preceeding 
chapter, that the Jewiſh council, their chief 

prieſts and rulers, were highly offended with the 
apoſtles, becauſe they teſtified that JesUs CHRIST 
was riſen from the dead, and preached unto the 
people forgiveneſs of fins, and ſalvation through 
his name; though, at the ſame time, they wrought 
the moſt undoubted miracles by the name of 
Jesvs, in confirmation of the truth of their teſti- 
mony and doctrine concerning him. When there- 
fore they had brought them before their council, 
and aſked them by what name or by what power they 
had done this (i. e. healed the lame man mentioned 
in chap. iii. ver. 2.) Peter filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſaid unto them, ** Ye rulers and elders of 
„ Ifrael; if we this day be examined of the good 
„ deed done to the impotent man by what means 
© he is made whole; be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Iſrael, that by the name 
of JEsUs CHRIST of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 
6 cified, whom Gqgp raiſed from the dead, doth 
| C 4 this 
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& this man ſtand here before you whole; this is 
* the ſtone which was ſet at nought of you builders, 
© which is become the head of the corner: neither 
<< 1s there ſalvation in any other, for there is no 
* other name under heaven given among men 
** whereby we muſt be ſaved.” Now, although 
they were convinced of the fact, and conſtrained 
among themſelves to acknowledge it, C“ For that 
a notable miracle hath been done by them is, 
* fay they, manifeſt to all them that dwell in Je- 
5 ruſalem, and we cannot. deny it,“) yet behold 
the perverſeneſs and wickedneſs of theſe men ; in- 
ſtead of believing the apoſtles teſtimony, and en- 
couraging them to go on in preaching the glad 
tydings of ſalvation, and doing good to men in 
the name of JEsus, they endeavour with all their 
might ta hinder and ſuppreſs it; for they imme- 
diately add, ©* but that it ſpread no farther among 
the people let us ſtraitly threaten them, that they 
* ſpeak henceforth to no man in this name:“ and 
they accordingly called, and commanded them 
© not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of 
«© Jesvs.” But Peter and John boldly anſwered and 
ſaid unto them, Whether it be right in the fight of 
„ Gop to hearken unto you more than unto Ws. 
„judge ye; for we cannot but fpeak the things 
& which we have ſeen and heard.” But this anſwer 
was ſo cloſe an appeal to their own judgment and 
conſcience z and carried in it ſuch a plain declara- 
tion that they had commiſſion and authority from 
Gop for what they did, and the people at the ſame 
time — the miracle was commonly known) glori- 
fed Gop for what was done; that their rulers durſt 
not, for the preſent, inflict any puniſhment upon 
them, Yet ſoon after this (becauſe the apoſtles. 
continued to preach unto the people remiſſion of 


fins, 


SERMON H. 41 


fins, and the reſurrection from the dead in the name 
of Jesus,) “ they laid their hands on them, and 
& put them in the common priſon ;*” not at all re- 
garding the great and numberleſs miracles which 
the apoſtles daily wrought in confirmation of the 
truth of their teſtimony. But here the Lokd him- 
ſelf viſibly interpoſed on the behalf of his faithful 
ſeryants, and ſent his angel that ſame night, who 
opened the priſon doors, and brought them forth, 
and ſaid, go ſtand and ſpeak in the temple to the 
people all the words of this life : the officers alſo 
who were ſent the next day to the priſon to bring 
the apoſtles before the chief prieſts and rulers, re- 
turned and told them, ſaying, the priſan truly found 
we ſhut with all ſafety, and the keepers — 
without before the doors, but when we had opened 
we found no man within; but neither had this 
miracle any effect upon them, though for a ſhort 
ſpace they ſeemed to be perplexed and confounded 
at what was done. But the apoſtles being after- 
wards brought before them, they had even the aſ- 
ſurance to charge them with diſobedience to their 
command and contempt of their authority; not- 
withſtanding that Gop himſelf had ſo miraculouſly 
delivered them out of their hands, and commanded 
them not to obey the orders of theſe wicked rulers, 
who refuſed to own the ſuperior authority of Gop, 
and the dominion of his CHRIST. But it is plain 
that they were determined to ſhut their eyes, and 
harden their hearts againſt the cleareſt light of 
God's goſpel, and the fulleſt evidence of the reſur- 
rection of Jesus: for the high prieſt, ſpeaking in 
the name of the whole council ſaid, Did not we 
* ſtraitly charge you that you ſhould not teach in 
this name.” &c. then Peter and the other apoſtles 
anſwered, We ought to. obey Gop rather 0D 
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« Men. The Gop of our fathers raiſed up Ixsus 
„ whom ye ſlew and hanged on a tree, him hath 
« Gop exalted with his right-hand to be a prince 
% and a ſaviour for to give repentance to. Iſrael, 
& and remiſſion of ſins: and we are his witnefles 
* of theſe things, and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, 
„hom Gop hath given to them that obey him. 
When they heard this they were cut to the heart, 
< and took counſel to ſlay them ;” from which 
bloody purpoſe they were diverted, by means of 
the prudent and ſeaſonable counſel of Gamaliel, 
being one of them ; yet he could not hinder them 
from beating the apoſtles, and commanding them 
afreſh not to ſpeak in the name of IEsus. 

It was the preaching of JESUS CHRIST, through 
faith in his name, that the apoſtles, by the power 
of the Spirit of GoD, wrought ſuch miracles, and 
did ſo much good both to the ſouls and bodies of 
men: nor had they authority from Gop, nor did 
they, nor could they perform ſuch miracles of grace 
and power by any other name, but the name of 
JzsUs, This name therefore, and the preaching 
of Jxsus CHRIST was then, and is now the grand 
object of ſatan's malice and hatred, as it is of infidel 
men alſo of all ranks and degrees whatſoever; and 
that becauſe there is ſalvation in him for ſinful men, 
and in no other: and hence the apoſtles were ſo 
ſtrictly charged and commanded not to preach in 
his name: but they were ſo far from being ſilenced 
or intimidated by their rulers threatnings and cru- 
elty, that on the contrary, they departed from the 
preſence of the council, rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of 
CHRIST ; and as if they had been animated by the 
oppoſition of their adverſaries, they conſtantly, and 
in all places, went about doing good as their _ 

al 
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had done before; and preaching alſo the glad ty- 
dings of the kingdom of Gop, and of falvation in 
the name of JEesUs; for we are told in the text; 
« that daily in the temple, and in every houſe'they 
c ceaſed not to teach and preach JEsus CHRIST.“ 

From theſe words I ſhall briefly obſerye the time 
when, and the places where the apoſtles preached ; 
and this, we learn from the text, was . and 
in every place. | | | | 

Secondly, I ſhall inſiſt more largely upon the 
ſubject of their preaching, and this, we are ex- 
preſsly told, was JEsUs CHRIST. 

Laſtly, I ſhall conclude with an application. 

Firſt then, It appears, that the time and place of 
the apoſtles preaching, was by no means limited 
and confined to any particular place or day ; but 
on every day, and in every place without excep- 
tion. | | 
And r, as to time, they not only preached on 
the ſabbath, or Lord's-day, but every day, that is, 
on the ordinary days of the week : they were not 
afraid then of hurting themſelves by conſtant preach- 
ing, nor of tiring their hearers by the frequency 
of it: but as they had opportunity, on all occa- 
tons, without (in this reſpe&) preferring one day 
above another, they preached the goſpel of CHRIS 
boldly and freely; nor had their doctrine the leaſt 
tendency to make men idle, and negligent of their 
honeſt and neceſlary buſineſs ; but rather it tended 
to diſpoſe and enable them to do their work with 
chearfulneſs, diligence and faithfulneſs ; as well as 
to eat their bread with gladneſs and thankfulneſs of 
heart : if then any one ſhould pretend that the 
daily preaghing of Gop's word, when perſons are 
or can be aflembled, tends in any way, or in any 
degree to promote idleneſs and miſchief; or ſhould 

any 
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any one take occaſion from thence ſo to be; the 
fault is not to be laid to the apoſtles doctrine, nor 
to the manner and times of their preaching, but to 
the perverſeneſs and wickedneſs of men who miſ-. 
repreſent and abuſe it; for this they commanded, 
if any would not work neither ſhould he eat : and 
ſuch as diſcovered a flothful diſpoſition, them they 
exhorted, and commanded in the name of the Lord 
Jesvs, with quietneſs to work and eat their own 
bread : therefore their preaching daily doth not mean 
that they preached all the day long without inter- 
miſhon ; much leſs that they were heard by the 
ſame perſons every day, and all the day, from morn- 
ing to evening; but every day, without diſtinction 
of days, and ſometimes in the day, and to different 
perſons as they had opportunity, and met with ſuch 
that were willing to hear them. This they did firſt 
promiſcuouſly, day by day, unto all men; that all 
might hear, and that the rejectors of the goſpel 
might be left without excuſe; and then they or 
their ſubſtitutes, that is other miniſters of CHRIST, 
met together with the church and preached unto them 
at proper times on any of the week-days, but 
eſpecially on the Lord's-day ; for the further edi- 
fication, comfort, and eſtabliſhment of the diſci- 
ples in the knowledge of Gop and of Cnrisr ; 
when alſo they were inſtructed and exhorted how to 
walk ſo as to pleaſe Gop in all things. 
Thoſe then who pretend to hear the word of 
God, and the preaching of CHRIST, and yet are 
negligent of their neceſſary callings, ſo as not to 
provide things honeſt in the ſight a men, as alſo in 
the fight of Gop; are forgetful hearers, and diſ- 
obedient children ; or are totally unacquainted with 
the grace of CHRIST, and perverters of the goſpel 
of God : and they who under a pretence of attend- 
ing their lawful buſineſs and calling are neglecters 
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of CyrIsT's goſpel, and do not diligently and con- 
ſtantly attend upon- the preaching and ordinances 
of it; have little, if any true-grace in their hearts; 
if they do not alſo reject the counſel of Gon 
againſt themſelves, and make light of his great ſal- 
vation: on ſuch the command of Carisr may, and 
ought to be enforced ; “Seek ye firſt the kingdom 
4 of God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe thin 
& ſhall. be added unto you.” And to ſuch world- 
lings, and carnal wrofeliors, he ſaith again; La- 
“ bour not for the meat which reritherh, but for 
that which endureth to everlaſting life.” Herein 
he warrants and commands us to take the greateſt 
care, pains and ſtudy, for the health and ſalvation 
of the ſoul ; which is a precept highly reaſonable 
in itſelf, and moſt expedient : for the concerns of 
the ſoul, which are eternal, are infinitely ſuperior 
to that of the body, which are only temporal: For 
„ what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
* world and loſe his own ſoul?” Therefore all the 
lawful and honeſt buſineſſes of this life are to be 
purſued, and minded only in way of ſubſerviency to 
the ſoul's peace and ſalvation. Nor is the purſuit 
of any buſineſs, however lawful in itſelf, juſtifiable 
before Gop, nor expedient for any man; if it be 
not conſiſtent with, and tending to promote the 
health and falvation of the ſoul, But if in its pro- 
per place and order me things of Gop, and the 
concerns of the ſoul, according to godlineſs, be 
firſt regarded; thoſe of the body will be duly attend- 
ed to, in their proper place and ſeaſon alſo: and as 
the inner man grows, and is built up in the faith 
of CHRIST, and the love of his Spirit ; the lawful 


and neceſſary buſineſs of the body, and of this life, 


will be diligently followed and minded, without 
abuſing them, or being troubled with anxious — 
about 
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about them. Therefore the apoſtles preachitig 
CuarisT daily, had in no reſpect an hurtful or li- 
centious tendency ; but rather jt tended to promote 
the health and peace both. of body.and foul; ag 
| likewiſe the good of all ſocieties, great and ſmall, 
in nations or families, both civil and religious. 
2. We are told that they preached in every 
place; both in the temple, and in every houſe : they 
counted no one place in itſelf holier than another; 
nor any place more. polluted than another, ſo as to 
reſtrain them from ſome, and conſine them to other 
places in their preaching: their buſineſs was not 
with places, but men: not with temples made with 
hands, but with immortal ſouls dwelling in tem- 


ples of fleſh and blood. Nor did they ſuppoſe that their 


hearers were the better or the worſe for the places 
in which they were aſſembled: if they went to the 
temple, which they frequently did, whither the 
Jews were wont to reſort, they did not refuſe to 
preach to them there, tho' they had made it a den of 
thieves; and if they went to a private houſe, tho 
the meaneſt cottage, they did not decline preaching 


to the people aſſembled therein, becauſe it was not 


a ſtately manſion, nor a conſecrated place, and ty- 
pically holy as the temple once was: but in every 
place without exception, and without diſtinction, 
where they found perſons met together, or willing, 
to hear the word of Gop; there they preached the 
glorious goſpel of CHRISTH; and the Spirit, pre- 
ſence, and power of the Lord, ever went with them, 
and attended their miniſtry, which was the moſt 
undoubted proof of his approbation of their con- 
duct; and that he concurred with their preaching 
CHRIST every where, and to all men: and to this 
day the ſureſt ſign and evidence of any one's being 
approved of Gop in preaching his word to men, 

| ts 
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is the bleſſing with which he accompanies it, and 


the divine power with which it is attended, both . 


for the converting of ſinners, from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of ſatan unto Gon; as alſo for 
the further conſolation, edifying, and eftabliſhment 
of believers in the truth, which .is according to 
godlineſs. But having in the foregoing diſcourſe 
treated ſomewhat largely of this point already; I 
ſhall not enlarge any further on it in this, but 
ſhall proceed, | | | 

Secondly ; to conſider what was the ſubject of 
the apoſtles preaching : and this, we are expreſsly 
told, was JEsUs CHRIST. Now it is my deſign, 
as was before obſerved, to inſiſt more eſpecially on 
this head. But firſt let us briefly obſerve what the 
apoſtles did not preach ; and, 1. They did not 
preach themſelves ; neither their own wiſdom, power, 
or holineſs ; there is nothing like it in their doc- 


trine, but quite the contrary : for they ever preached - 


the faithful word of Gop, and his CHRIS; and 


always aſcribed all their knowledge in the myſtery - 
of godlineſs, and all their ſucceſs in preaching the 


goſpel, to the grace of CHRisT, and the power of 
the Spirit of Gop, by whom alone all their miracles 
were wrought, and ſinners converted unto Gon 
through the preaching of CHRIST, and the hearing 
of the doctrine of faith. No human learning, no 
philoſophic knowledge, no excellency of their own, 
did they attempt to diſcover in their preaching : 
Neither by ſtudied oratory;or elegant forms of ſpeech, 
or profound reaſonings (called by St. Paul the wiſdom 
of men, and the wiſdom of words) did they, at any 
time, endeavour to affect, and gain the hearts of 
their hearers : And this they carefully avoided, left 
the croſs of CHRIS (which to believers is the 
wiſdom and power of Gop unto ſalvation) ſhould 
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be made of none effect; i. e. leſt by ſubſtituting 
mans wiſdom in the place of Gop's wiſdom, in their 
preaching; they ſhould labour in vain, and be un- 
profitable to their hearers: For that faith which 
cometh not by the hearing of CHRIST crucified, 
or the doctrine of ſalvation thro' faith in his blood; 
ftandeth, and conſiſteth not in the power of Gop, 
but in the wiſdom of men only; and therefore ſuch 
a faith will certainly periſh, and come to nought : 
But that which cometh by the ſimple and plain 
preaching of CHRISH crucified, as God hath ap- 
pointed and commanded ; that faith, I ſay, and 
that alone ſtandeth in the power of Gop, and is 
of grace, by the operation of his almighty Spirit ; 
and therefore it never faileth, nor can it be over- 
thrown. And this is the faith of God's elect, which 
Paul, and the ether apoſtles inſiſted on, as Gop had 
appointed and . commanded them, that the excel- 
lency of the power in a ſinner's converſion might 
appear manifeſtly to be of Gop, and not of men; 
neither of him that preacheth, nor of him that hear- + 
eth, that ſo all boaſting might be excluded; and no 
fleſh glory before Gop. The apoſtles therefore 
had nothing to do in their preaching for the con- 
verſion of ſinners unto God ; but to teſtify that 
IEsus of Nazareth was the promiſed CHRIST of 
God, and that he had raiſed him from the dead; 
and therefore to preach unto men pardon and life 
through his name. This truth they urged upon 
men as a moſt certain fact, which they proved daily, 
both by miracles wrought in his name, and by ap- 
pealing to antient prophecies, in the holy ſcriptures, 
which they clearly and fully proved had their ac- 
compliſhment in Jesus : and at the ſame time they 
earneſtly called upon men to attend to this their 
teſtimony concerning JEsUs, and - perſuaded them 
' to 
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to believe it. 2. They did not preach man's free 
will, or power to help himſelf out of his fallen 
ſtate, nor dropped a word in favour of it; but their 
doctrine plainly ſuppoſed the contrary, and was an 
abſolute denial of it; which alſo they fully diſproved, 
and in expreſs terms condemned, as being a doc- 
trine contrary to truth and godlineſs : for all things 
are of GoD, who will have mercy on whom he 
will have mercy ; „ and therefore, of his own will, 
& he begat us with the word of truth.” * 3. They 
did not preach Moſes or the law, as having the 
leaſt power to help man out of his loſt condition ; 
nor did they ſo much as once intimate that any, 
or all of the innumerable and coſtly ſacrifices, o 
lations, &c. which had been offered to Gop ſince 
the time of Moſes, could at all purge the con- 
ſcience of guilt, or juſtify from ſin before Gop ; 
but they declared their utter inſufficiency, and that 
no relief was to be had from that quarter : nor did 
they at any time preach the moral law, as © a 
6“ miniſtration of life, or that which had the leaſt 
power to help the ſinner out of his — and mi- 
ſery; but, on the contrary, they declared it to be 
the miniſtration of deathꝰ;“ and that all ſinners 
were condemned by it, and held under the curſe of 
it, as tranſgreſſors: yea, the whole Jewiſh ritual and 
ceremonial law was evidently built and founded on 
this ſuppoſition ; that man had broken, and lay 
helpleſs under the curſe of the moral law : . 
leſs in their preaching did they lead men to infidel 
moraliſts and philoſophers for direction and help 
towards the ſaving of the ſoul: — For he that is 
dead, as all men ſpiritually by nature are, cannot. 
quicken himſelf : and that which attempts to give 
relief to fallen man, but utterly periſheth in the 
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attempt, (as may be faid of all the legal ſacrifices} 
cannot ſave another: and that law which condernys 
tte offender (as the moral law doth: all men be- 
cauſe of ſin) cannot alſo acquit, and juſtify him: 
And he that is blind, and going himſelf the way to 
deſtruction, can never guide another in the way to 
ſalvation: Therefore they wiſely and faithfully 
preached, neither themſelves, nor the law, nor the 
wiſdom of the heathen. But, 2. They preached 
IE Sus CHRIST, the Son of Gone,“ Who died, 
and roſe again; whom Gop hath ſet furth to be 
< a.propitiation: for fin thro' faith in his blood,“ 
< that he might be for ſalvation unto the ends of 
the earth ©.” Thus they preached, as Gop had 
commanded them, even IJEsus, the Son of God, 
becauſe there is in him, and in no other, ſalvation 
for mankind ; and this falvation alſo is only to be 
had and obtained thro' the knowledge of @nrIsy ; 
or believing in him; which faith cometh by hear- 
ing the word of Gop, and hence the neceſſity of 
preaching ChRIST. But our text ſays, that they 
+ were teachers, as well as preachers of JesUs CHRIST; 
i. e. they firſt inſtructed the people in the know- 
ledge of CHRIST, that they might underſtand who 
he was, and what he had done, and what concern 
they had with him. This Peter did, and Paul alſo, 
as we find it recorded in the 2d and 13th chapters 
of the Acts. And when they had plainly declared, 
and teſtifred who JEsus was; they then, ſecondly, 
preached; CnRIsT, or, as the Greek word is, 
« evangelixrd JEsUs CHRIST,” unto them; that is, 
they preached the glad tidings of peace with Gp, 
and of redemption from ſin, and death, and hell, 
by the atoning blood, and reſurrection of IJxsus 
CHRIST. 3 ä | 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, then, they taught or inſtructed the people 
in the knowledge of CHRIS, that they might know 
both the _—_ and myftery of his perſon; that 
Jesvs, the ſon of man, was alſo the ſon of Gop : 
he was not of the earth earthy ; as all other men 
are by nature, who deſcend from Adam by ordinary 
13 but he was the Lord from heaven. 
And when this divine perſon, the eternal WorD, 
was made fleſh, he was Jehovah incarnate, both 
Gor and man in one ChRIsT. They likewiſe 
inſtructed the people in the knowledge of his work 
and undertaking ; what he came down from heaven 
for, and why he was made man; and what he 
did and ſuffered in the earth, and that he was the 
true CHRIST of Gop, promiſed in the ſcriptures | 


of the prophets, whom their fathers and themſelves 


(eſpecially at that time) expected, and were look- 
ing for: and that he was the ſubſtance of all their 
and facrifices, of all their offerings and puri- 


fications. They alſo further inſtructed, and taught 
the people in the knowledge of his offices; that he 


was anointed of Go to be the ſaviour of the 
world; and as ' ſuch was inointed to be both Pro- 
phet, Prieft, and King, in Zion: and that the 
anointing of their moſt eminent prophets, high 
prieſts, and kings, who were before him, were ſo 
many figns and figures of his future anointing, and 
that he was the antitype of them all, in whom they 
had their end and accompliſhment : Who therefore, 
in the higheſt and fulleſt ſenſe, is eminently called, 
THE Lord's Anointed; Mess1an, the CHRIST. 
Thus they taught and inſtructed the people in the 
knowledge of CHRISTH; though not all, at once, 
but by degrees, and from time to time, as they 
were able to bear it : whereby the people were led 
truly and ſcripturally to conceive of him, both as 
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to his perſon, work, and offices. And as both the 
former are included, and ſhine forth more or leſs 
in the latter, that is, in his offices ; I ſhall a little 
inſiſt upon them. And, | | 
 1ft, They inſtructed the people in the know- 
ledge of CHRIST, as the great prophet of Gon 
and teacher of his church; and that however he 
made uſe of their miniſtry, whom he had autho- 
rized and commiſſioned to preach in his name; yet 
it was CHRIST himſelf that made the word preached 
owerful and efficacious, whenſoever and whereſoever 
it proved effectual to the enlightning, converting, 
and ſaving of ſingers. CarisT then by his pro- 
phetical office is anointed of Go», and appointed 
to inſtruct the people in the knowledge of their 
loſt ſtate their natural guilt, impotence, and miſery ; 
he inſtructs them alſo in the knowledge of Cob, 
even the Father; and of the way of coming to 
Go by him; to the end that ſuch impotent ſin- 
ners might have hope. This he did in his own 
perſon, and with his own mouth, when he was 
upon earth teaching and inſtructing the people; and 
thus the great ſalvation of Gop began at the firſt 
to be ſpoken by the Lox D. But this his Spirit did 
before, by the mouths of all his holy prophets that 
have been ſince the world began, who teſtified be- 
forehand of his coming, his ſufferin s, and his glory. 
And this the Spirit of CHRIST ſtill doth, and al- 
ways will do unto the end of the world. Thus he 
concurs with the preaching of his faithful minifters, 
and gives efficacy to his word ſpoken by them, as 
he hath promiſed ; and he likewiſe accompanies 
with his blefling, the reading of it, unto the open- 
ing our underſtanding, that we may underſtand the 
ſcriptures which teſtify of him, cauſing us to ap- 
prehend aright, and alſo to apply, and feed upon 
x the 
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the truths and excellencies of the precious pro- 


miſes of Gop therein, whereby he plainly ſhews, 
demonſtrates, and convinces us of the neceſſity both 
of turning to Gop and of believing on CHRIST, 
that we may have pardon and life through his 
name. This is the © anointing our eyes with eye- 
« ſalve that we may ſee :” for this he ſent his ſer- 
yant Paul to our heathen forefathers, and gave him 
power and authority to preach ſalvation to them in 
his name, and through faith in his blood; pro- 
miſing at the fame time, that he would be with 
him to give his word ſucceſs, and make it effectual 
to the end for which he ſent it; which was “ to 
e open their eyes, and turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of ſatan under Gon.” 
For this cauſe alſo the Spirit of the Lord with 
which JESUS was anointed, reſted upon him: even 
the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit 
of counſel and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, an! 
of the fear of the Lord: wherefore he faith, ** a- 
* wake thou that ſlecpeit and ariſe from the dead, 
« and CaRIST ſhall give thee light:“ until CHRIS 
therefore, by virtue of his prophetical office en- 
lightens fallen man, „he abideth in darkneſs, and 
„ walketh in darkneſs, and knoweth not whither 
« he goeth:“ and if he come not to CHa1sT to be 
taught of him, and receive light from him, (which 
the proud Phariſees who ſay we ſee, will not) ever- 
laſting darkneſs muſt be his portion: therefore 


CHRIST, and none but CHRIST, is the true light; 


and he is “ the wiſdom of Gop unto ſalvation t5 
every one that believeth :” I ſay to every one 


that believeth ; for if when you hear CHRIST thus 


ſet forth in the word, or preached unto you ac- 
cording to the word, you ſhould reject and mak 2 
light of him; the word preached will not profit 

| „ you: 
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vou: therefore we ought to give the moſt earneſt 
need to the things which we hear concerning 
CrrisT, and the ſalvation of Gop in him; for 
< He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, but he that be- 
© lieveth not ſhall be damned.“ | i 
2dly, CHRIST was anointed to be a prieſt 
to his church and people. Now the office of an 
high prieſt is to offer ſacrifice for ſins, and to pray 
for, and bleſs the people: all theſe CHRIST did on 
earth ; and the firſt part of it, even-that of offer- 
ing himſelf a ſacrifice for the fins of the people he 
Rniſhed upon the croſs ; but that of praying for, 
and blefling the people, he continues ta. do in 
heaven, where he appears and makes interceſſion 
for us before GoD: nor will he ever ceaſe to do 
this as our great high prieſt and advocate in heaven, 
until by his word and Spirit he hath gathered to- 
g 3 in one, i. e. in himſelf, all the children of 
f OD that are ſcattered abroad. That part of our 
Lokp's prieſtly office, when he ſuffered for us in 
the fleſh the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might ex- 
Piate our ſins and bring us to Gop; was indeed, 
expedient for our redemption, and therefore the 
conſideration of it is moſt profitable and precious 
i to our ſouls; but to himſelf it was the moſt diſ- 
i treſſing, excruciating, and ignominious part of it ; 
| et he freely came, and willingly offered himſelf, 
ecauſe he loved the Father who ſent him, and 
whoſe will he came to do; and becauſe alſo he 
. Joved righteouſneſs and hated iniquity z for by this 
amazing act of his obedience unto death, even the 
death of the croſs, he was to bring an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs into the world and eftabliſh it; and at 
the ſame time, to condemn fin, and utterly deſtroy 
it: he likewiſe willingly came and offered himſelf 
for the fins of the people, becauſe he loved them 


with 


_ 


SERMON I. 56 


with a love that ſurpaſſeth knowledge; that thro”. 
his death, he might redeem them from ſin and hell, 

and bring them ſafe to Gop and glory reconciled 

in himſelf, Therefore JEHovan laid on him the 
| iniquity of us all, and he verily bare our fins in 

his own body on the croſs, which he put away by 

the facrifice of himſelf. The blood alfo which 

CHRIST our high prieft ſhed (for without ſhedding 

of blood there is no remiſſion) was not the blood 
of bulls and of calves, but his own blood, whereby 

(39D is eternally reconciled to finners in CHRIST, 
his juſtice is fully ſatisfied, and the fins of men are 
for ever expiated : therefore when CHRISH had by 
himſelf through death, purged our fins, a way was 

then opened, and prepared for the free accefs of 
ſinners, in righteouſneſs, unto the throne of God; 

which by being ſprinkled with the blood of CHRIS T, 
is now become a throne of grace; through him 
therefore we are warramted by the word of truth, 

and exhorted to come boldly to this throne of grace, 
which is the throne of GoD, that we may obtain 
mercy, and ind grace to help in time of need: for 
Gop hath ſet forth his Son JesUs CunisT to be 

a propitiation for ſin through faith in his blood, 

that he might be juſt in the pardoning of our fins, 

and the juſtifier of him which believeth in J=svs : 

thus CHRISH offered bimſelf, through the eternal 

Spirit, without ſpot to GpD, that by his blood, all 
that. believe, might have their hearts ſprinkled from 

an evil conſcience, and purged from dead works to 
ſerve the living God, and not come into condem- 

nation any more for ever: For by one offering 
<* he hath for ever perfeRed them that are ſancti- 
© fied;” whereof alſo, the Holy Ghoſt is a wit- 
neſs unto us, for he ſaith, © their fins and their 
* iniquities T will remember no more.“ 
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Now when ChRISTr had thus ſuffered for finners, 
and reconciled them unto Gop thro? his death; being 
raiſed from the dead-on the third day, according to 
the ſcriptures, he aſcended to. the Father, and with 
his own blood entered into heaven itſelf, there to 
perform and finiſh the other part of his prieſtly of- 
fice; even that of perſonally appearing before Gop 
with the blood of his ſacrifice, which he had of- 
fered on earth; and alſo of praying for the people 
which he had purchaſed with his own blood : and 
then to bleſs them from thence. On this part of 
his prieſtly office, viz. his appearing and inter- 
ceeding for us in heaven, depends the application 
of the benefits of his death and reſurrection to his 
ranſomed people: here he acts as an advocate and 
interceſſor for us before Gop, where he oppoſes 
the virtue of his blood and ſufficiency of his ob- 
lation, againſt all that the law can juſtly charge us 
with : by this alſo, the mouth of the adverſary, 
the * of the brethren, (i. e. of all CHRIS TS 
redeemed people) is ſtopped; for the blood of 
CHRIST appearing for us in heaven, makes it clear 
and plain, that it is an act of juſtice and faithfulneſs, 
as alſo of glorious mercy in Gop, to pardon the 
fins of them for whom CHRIST died, and to juſtify, 
as he hath promiſed, all that believe on his name; 
therefore he is always heard for us, and we in him, 
for his name's ſake, for he is worthy : hence the 
apoſtle, triumphing in CarisT, challenges any 
one, if he be able, to bring a juſt charge or in- 
ditement into the court of heaven, againſt the 
choſen of Gor, whom CHaRisT hath redeemed, 
and juſtified by his blood: Who, faith he, ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of Gop's elect?! it 
is Gop that juſtifieth. Who is he that condem- 
« neth? it is CarIsT that died, yea _ 

« riſen 


* 
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« riſen again, who is even at the right-hand of 
« GoD, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us.” 
And hence the ſaints are ſaid to overcome ſatan b 
the blood of the lamb, and by the word of their 
teſtimony ; i. e. by their confeſſing, and teſtifying 
that JESUS is the only Lord and Saviour of finners, 
and cleaving to him alone, and depending on him 
for life and ſalvation, Wherefore IEsus, the great 
apoſtle and high prieſt of our profeſſion is able to 
ſave unto the uttermoſt all that come unto. Gon 
by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
for them; and this he actually doth by bleſſing 
them from heaven, which is the laſt part of his 
prieſtly office, and is the true and proper applica- 
tion of the benefits of his death, reſurrection, and 
interceſſion. This bleſſing of our glorious high prieſt 
and Lord, is a ſolemn pronouncing of them bleſſed 
and pardoned, with authority from the Father, 
through his dying and interceding for them; and 
this he doth by his word and ſpirit; whereby that 
which CHRIST hath done for them, and is freely 
iven to them of Gop, through his worthy name, 
is diſcovered, revealed, and applied unto them with 
divine conſolation ; with joy and peace in believing. 
Thus Gop having raiſed up his Son IEsus, ſends 
him in the miniliry of the goſpel to bleſs us in 
turning away every one of us from our iniquities. 
3dly, CHRIST the Saviour of ſinners is anoin- 
ted to be king in Zion. Gop hath given him to be 
head over all things to his church, and hath ſer 
him above all his and their enemies: All power, 
faith he, is given unto me both in heaven and in 
„ earth;” therefore he hath a name written, 
« King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” This 
kingly office of CHRIST is as neceſſary for his being 
a compleat Saviour, as any of the former; for ſatan 


knows 


agai 


of mankind; is perpetually ſeeking by all his de- 
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knows that CHRIST, by his blood, hath obtained 
eternal redemption for ſinners of mankind, and 
that whoſo cometh to him he will in nowiſe caſt out, 


and that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive 
remiſſion of ſins, and have eternal life. The ad- 
verfary therefore, from his entire hatred and malice 

af God, and his CHRIST, and the falvation 


viliſh wiles, and power, and terrors to prevent men 
from hearing of CHRIST, and knowing any thing 
about him : for he alſo knows from the ſcripture 
and revealed faithful word of Gop ; that notwith- 


Randing the death, reſurrection and interceſſion of 


CHRIs?, none will ever be ſaved or receive eternal 
benefit thereby, who continue ignorant of Gon, 
and obey not the goſpel of CHRIsT : whatever men 
know beſides, whatever ſchemes and methods of 
ſaving themſelves men deviſe, and fall upon; if 
they do not come to CHRIST, and depend alone 
upon him for ſalvation, it will avail them nothing. 
And here the enemy of ſouls hath great advantage 
over fallen man; becauſe all men by nature are 
ignorant of Gop and CHRIST, and filled with 
prejudices againſt the goſpel, whoſe hearts alſo 
are ſtrongly diſpoſed to the purſuits of preſent and 
worldly enjoyments : for notwithſtanding convic- 
tions of conſcience, legal threatnings and occaſional 
terrifying fears; yet thro” pride and luſt, ambition 
and coveteouſneſs, they are carried on, as it were, 
headlong into ſin and carnal pleaſures: and th 


ſatan, that great murderer of fouls, and deceiver of 


mankind; by his lies and ſubtilty perſuades and 
engages multitudes to ſtifle! convictions, and alarms 


of conſcience, and even to light the holy ſcriptures, 
or to cavil at them: Satan alſo prevails with many 
writers and preachers by their corrupt comments 
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and gloſſes, ſo to darken and miſrepreſent ſcrip- 
ture truths, as to make them, in a great meaſure, 
uſeleſs to the readers and hearers that receive theſe 
gloſſes along with them. * 

The world alſo, by the luſts of the fleſh, and the 
luſts of the eye, and the pride. of life, favours and 
ſtrengthens all the devil's deſigns and lies to ruin 
immortal ſouls, by keeping them aſleep in their ig- 
norance and ſottiſhneſs; whereby they are upheld 
in their contempt of the ſcriptures : And as fatan, 
the god of this world, promiſes them great honors 
and pleaſures in purſuing after it's — and 
delights; the carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 
Gop, and in utter darkneſs, readily catches at the 
bait, and falls in with the tempter's deſigns ; “ for 
« every imagination of the heart of man is only 
« evil continually.” Thus all men, by nature, 
are © wiſe to do evil, but to do good, they have 
« no knowledge.” But that Gor, who hath ſaid, 
& will work, and who ſhall let it: my counſel 
&« ſhall ſtand; I will do all my pleaſure: who 
„ doeth whatſoever pleaſeth him among the armies 
« of heaven, and all the inhabitants of the earth:“ 
That Gop, I ſay, even the Lord Almighty, hath 
exalted his Son JEsus, and hath given him power 
over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 'eternal life to 
as many as the Father hath given to him. JEHO- 
VAH hath alſo promiſed him, ſaying, ** Thy peo- 
« ple ſhall be willing in the day of thy power.” 
And again he faith, Rule thou in the midſt of 
6 thine enemies,” Now as JEsUs is Gop's a- 
nointed King in Zion, and inveſted with abſolute 
and —— power, both in heaven and earth; he 
can, and doth diſlodge ſatan from his ſtrongeſt hold 
in the hearts of fallen men, and ſo deliver the poor 
captive ſoul from the power of darkneſs, delufion, 
and 
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and error; and alſo change his inſenſible heart of 
fone, into a relenting contrite heart of fleſh : He 
at the ſame time can, and doth make him ſincerel 

willing to be ſaved from ſin, and this preſent evil 
world, as well as from the wrath to come ; and 
to ſeek, above all things, the kingdom of Gop, 
and his righteouſneſs ; defiring to know nothing ſo 
much as CHRIST crucified, and the power of his 
reſurrection, that he may be filled with the love 
of CHRIST, and the ſalvation of GoD, which is 
in him. Now all this CHRIST doth by the power 
of his Spirit, and generally through the preaching 
and hearing of faith, i. e. by the doctrine of for- 
giveneſs of fins, and eternal life through faith in his 
name. The world and ſatan therefore in vain at- 
tempt to hinder the preaching of CHRIST, and the 
converſion of ſinners: for the Lord Gop omni- 
potent, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all, hath ex- 
alted JEsus with his own right hand, to be a prince 
and a faviour; before whom his enemies are ſcat- 
tered, and even periſh. at his preſence : for the 
words of Gop, the arrows of the Almighty, are 
ſharp in the hearts of the king's enemies, whereby 
the people fall under him. Who then can fru- 
ftrate the counſels of heaven, or hinder the con- 
verſion and falvation of Gop's elect? Caurist 
faith that he will have his ranſomed people, (“ all 
& that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me“) 
who are unjuſtly held in bondage by the world 
and ſatan : and the Lord Almighty faith, that he 
ſhal} have them; for he gave them into his hand 
to be redeemed by him, and he hath bought them 
with his own blood, and they, faith Gor, ſhall 


never periſh, but have eternal life. Thus infinite 


wiſdom, love and power, ſtand engaged by cove- 
nant and by oath, to ſave Gop's cholen in CHRIST, 
the 
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the purchaſe of his blood: and who or what ſhall 
be able to hinder it? The world, and ſatan, allure 
and tempt, frown and rage; and ever will do fo, 
in order to prevent it: but the very thing which 
they mean to prevent, Gon, in his wonderful pro- 
vidence, . will cauſe their impotent malice and 
poſition to further and effect, by the clear diſplays 
of the word of his grace, and by the effectual ope- 
rations of the Spirit of his might. 5 

And by the ſame kingly power of CHRIST, 
doth he continue to defend and protect his con- 
verted faithful people, as they are following him, 
through faith and patience, unto his glorious hea- 
venly kingdom. The Lord ſhall go before them, 
and the GoD of Iſrael ſhall be their rereward. None 
of the ſtratagems or attempts of their enemies ſhall 
ever ſucceed againſt the true ſoldiers of CHRISH: 
he is the captain of their ſalvation; and none can 
declare or engage in a war with the ſaints, but 
they muſt alſo make war with the Lamb, and with 
his Father, Gop Almighty : For to his faithful 
church, Jehovah faith, © 1 will be an enemy to 
„ thine enemies, and an adverſary to thine ad- 
« yverſaries.” Neither ſhall our own inbred, and 
yet indwelling ſins, prevail againſt us; but theſe 
alſo CHRIsT will ſubdue in us, and for us; as it is 
written, He will ſubdue our iniquities:“ and 
again he hath promiſed, ſaying ; „Sin ſhall not 
have dominion over you, becauſe ye are not. 
* under the law, but Ro grace.” 

Having then declared how the apoſtles taught the 
people CHr1sT, by inſtructing them in the know- 
* of his perſon, work, and offices: I proceed, 

econdly; to ſhew in what manner they preached 
CHRIST unto them. By teaching, they plainly 
diſcovered who he was, and what be had done, 


and, 
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and how he was anointed of Gop to be both Lots to 
and Chxisr. But by preaching, or evanydizin WI p14 
Jesus CHRIST, they did, as it were, apply'Cnxisr, ll mit 
and his glorious benefits, unto them: For Goy, WM thi 
ſay they, having raiſed up his Son Je$vs, hath anc 
ſent him to bleſs you, in turning every one of you int 
away from his iniquities : And they further teſti. the 
Hed, that this word of ſalvation was not ſent to the ſtr 
Jews only, but to the Gentiles alſo; which, whey A 
the Gentiles heard, they were glad, and glorified * 
Gop for his mercy. Thus in evangelizing CHRISx, 20 
they preached unto ſinners, grace, mercy, and for- 
giveneſs from Gop, in a way of righteouſneſs, 
through faith in his blood: And they declared to 
q their hearers alſo, that each of them had ſufficient 
ground and warrant from Gop to receive theſe 
; bleſſings, and believe on CHRIST for himſelf; 
| whilſt, at the ſame time, they warned every man 
not to neglect ſo great ſalvation. This then wa 
a moſt encouraging doctrine ; as the glorious goſpel 
of the bleſſed Gp always is to the loſt ; the guilty 
and the helpleſs ſinner. It is alſo a quickening 
doctrine to the dead in ſins, and a ſaving doctrine 
to all that believe : for, by means of preaching and 
hearing the ſcripture-teſtimony of Gop concerning 
his Son Jesus; the eyes of the blind are- opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unftopped, and the ſpiri- 
tually dead quickened through the power of the 
Spirit of Gop, by whom alſo CHRrisT is formed 
in the ſoul, and the heart purified by the faith of 
him. Now from this new creation of the ſoul of 
man, by the Word, Grace and Spirit of Gov, 
there ariſes a reſtleſs and conftant defire of increa- 
ſing more and more, in the true knowledge and 
love of Gop, and of the Lord JesUs CHRISsr. 
This preaching then of glad tidings, and good news 


to 
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to ſinful men, by JEsus CarisT, imported; yea 
plainly declared, that man, by nature, was at en- 
mity with GoD, and at a diſtance from him ; but 
that reconciliation and peace is made betwixt Gon 
and man by JzsUs CHRIS H : who therefore came 
into the world, and died, and roſe again ; that fin, 
the enmity between Cop and man, might be de- 
ſtroyed, and finners reconciled to Gop in him. 
And thus it is written, Ye wha ſometimes were 
« afar off, are now made nigh by the blood of 
„CHRIST.“ But this ſalvation, which CHRIST 
hath brought into the world in righteouſneſs, and 
by his own blood obtained for us, was the reſult 
of Gop's everlaſting love to man, © accordins 
« to his eternal purpoſe, which he purpoſed ia 
« ChrisT Jx$Us our Lord:” And therefore alſo 
it pleaſed Go freely and graciouſly to promiſe a 
Saviour unto: man, as ſoon as he had fallen by fin, 
and. brought upon himſelf the curſe of God's righ- 
teous law. But the time of ſending this promiled 
faviour into the world; Gop, in his wiſdom, de- 
ferred for many ages; that man, by long expe- 
rienge, might have the moſt clear, full, and con- 
vincing proof of his utter inability to ſave himſelf; 
as alſo of the weakneſs of the law to help him out 
of his fallen ſtate. And it was found, after the 
trial of thouſands of years, that man, by his natu- 
ral depravity, weakneſs and ignorance, was, inſtead 
of getting better, (by all the helps that this world, 
and carnal ordinances could afford him) growing 
worſe and worſe every day; and at laſt had arrived 
at the moſt daring pitch of impiety, and ſunk into 
the groſſeſt darkneſs and ſottiſhneſs imaginable. 
When therefore the Jews had almoſt univerſally 
corrupted and perverted the law, both moral and 
ceremonial, which Gop had given them; and 


when 
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when the whole Gentile world, with all their boaſt- 
ed wiſdom, had not been able to attain to the 
knowledge of the true GoD, but had fallen into 
the moſt groſs and falſe imaginations, and abomj- 
nable repreſentations of tne Godhead ; together 
with the ,moſt vile and filthy practices : then it 
pleaſed Gop, who is rich in mercy, at that very 


period, called the fulneſs of time, which he had 
' before appointed, to ſend his only begotten Son 


into the world, to be the healer of the breach be- 


tween Gop and men. It is CHRIsT therefore, 


that by his blood ſpeaks peace to ſinners in righ- 
teouſneſs, who is mighty to ſave : for when none 
in heaven, or in earth, was found worthy or able 
to redeem, and reſcue fallen man from ſin and ſatan; 
he himſelf came down from heaven to deliver and 
fave loſt ſinners from the curſe of the law, and the 
bondage of hell : which by his own moſt precious 
blood, and glorious arm, he hath obtained and 
perfected for evermore. For through death he 
% deſtroyed him that had the power of death, that 
„is, the devil:” And at the ſame time, by the 


blood of his croſs, he expiated the ſins of men, and 


reconciled them to God in himſelf: “ for what 
the law could not do in that it was weak thro' 
the fleſh, Gop ſending his own Son in the like- 
<< nels of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in 
the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the law might 
<< be fulfilled in us, who (have fled to him for 
refuge, and) walk no more after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit.“ Thus Gop was in CHRIsT, recon- 
ciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their 
treſpaſſes unto them; “ for he hath made him fin 
for us, who knew no fin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of Gop in him.“ 


After 


er 
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After this manner the apoſtles publiſhed and 
preached unto men remiſſion of fins, and peace 
with God by JEsus CHRIST. So Paul at An- 
tioch ; be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveneſs of fins, and by him all that believe, 
both Jews and Gentles, are juſtified, Jeared and 
acquitted ; from all things, every kind #iic degree of 
ſin and tranſgreſſion; from which ye Eguld not be 
juſtified by the law of Moſes. Let the ſinner then 
no more ſeek, nor vainly hope to find relief from 
the law, or from any works of righteouſneſs which 
he hath done: but let him (abſolutely deſpairing of 
help from every other quarter) look unto IEsus for 
help: believe on him and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Though thy debt be ever ſo great, come unto 
CarIsT, and Gon, for his ſake, will have mercy 
upon thee, and forgive thee all: for CHRIST hath 
already paid the uttermoſt farthing of all thou oweſt, 
and hath received alſo a full diſcharge for thee, 
whoever thou art that comeſt unto God by him. 
Let thy fins then be ever ſo numerous, and thy 
guilt ever ſo heinous, only believe in Chriſt, and thy 
ſoul ſhall live; for he hath ſuffered the juſt for the 
unjuſt that he might bring us to Gon: nor canſt 
thou poſſibly meet with any diſappointment, nor 
fail of being accepted with him; for the blood of 
CHRIST cleanſeth from all fin ; and he himſelf, 
who cannot lie, hath ſaid ; * Whoſo cometh unte 
„ me I will in no wiſe caſt out.” Thus the 
apoſtles evangelized JESus CHRIST, or preached 
unto men, glad tydings through his name: and 
what meſlage ſo ſuitable as this to the condition of 
fallen man? Or what news ſo good, and ſo great, 
could at any time have been ſounded in'their ears ? 
Therefore the prophet, - in a tranſport of joy, ſa- 
lutes 
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lutes the welcome meſſenger that brings it: © How 
<« beautiful, he cries (and all of his mind will do. 
< the ſame) how beautiful upon the mountains are 
cc the feet of him that bringeth good tydings, that 
4 publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tydings of 
« good, that publiſheth ſalvation.” Theſe cer- 
tainly are glad tydings to the poor and needy fin- 
ner, to hear of peace with his juſtly offended cre- 
ator, with the Almighty Gop ; wherein is. con- 
tained and held. forth a free and full pardon of all 
our iniquities, tranſgreſſions and fins, by the ſove- 
reign grace of JEHoVAH, through the blood of his 
own Son JEsus CaRisrT.;. which ineſtimable bleſſ- 
ing every one that cometh to CHRIST, or believeth 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, ſhall certainly 
receive. The goſpel of CHñRISTH then proclaims 
and publiſhes a free pardon to the greateſt. of cri- 
minals, to the chief of. ſinners: nor are they re- 
quired to give, or do the leaſt thing for it; but 
only to believe the © teſtimony which GoD hath 
given of his Son: but in this faith is neceſſarily 
implied to the glory of Gon, a hearty confeſſion of 
the equity and juſtice of their: condemnatjon by the 
law, and of the ſovereignty and freeneſs oſ that grace 
held forth to them in the goſpel of CHRIS, whereby 
they are juſtified from all things. It is therefore a 
« faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
< that JesUs CHRISH came into the world to ſave 
4c ſinners.” But perhaps ſome poor and doubting 
ſoul will be ready to ſay, is this ſalvatiou free for 
all? Is it an univerſal act of grace? And are there 
no perſons excepted in it, and excluded the. benefit 


of it? Take an anſwer in the very words of the 


heavenly proclamation, from the lips of, the King 
himſelf; and I beſeech you, mark well his words; 
which are as follows: Gop ſo loved the ms 
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ce that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
« ſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh but 
« have everlaſting life.“ And again he ſaith, 
« Come unto me all ye that labour and are _ 
&« laden, and I will give you reſt :” and again, “ If 
« any man thirſt let him come-unto me and drink; 
and, whoſoever will let him take of the water of 
<« life freely :” therefore none are excluded, but thoſe 
that will not come to CHRISTH; and ſo by their rejec- 
ting the only Lord and Saviour exclude themſelves 
from the benefit of his glorious grace and ſalvation. 

And who they are that thus exelude themſelves 
by their unbelief, is plain and manifeſt; even ſuch 
as do not think themſelves to be utterly deſtitute, 
and as guilty criminals juſtly condemned to die: 
and none indeed of theſe proud Phariſees who are 
rich in their own eſteem, and righteous in their 
own eyes, and wiſe in their own conceit, will at 
any time (till they think otherwiſe) come to 
CHRIST: for he was ſent and came into the world 
only to ſave the condemned, and the loſt ; who in 
righteouſneſs lay under the ſentence and curſe of the 
law, and could only be ſaved by an act of ſove- 
reign grace throngh his redemption : but to all that 
believe themſelves to be ruined finners, guilty and 
helpleſs; to them the preaching of forgiveneſs of 


fins, and peace with God by Jesus CHRIST will 


be good news, and they will hear it. But may not 
thoſe that come to CHRNISTH and are juſtified 

faith in his blood, be afterwards ſeduced from the 
truth through the deceitfulneſs and power of fin 
and ſatan, ſo as to fall away and periſh everlaſt- 
ingly? No certainly: for God hath promiſed to 
keep them from thus falling finally; “ and let 


| Gop be true but every man a liar.” By the glori- 


ous covenant of grace Gop hath ſo fenced them in 
| E 2 on 
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on every ſide, and ſecured their ſtanding in CHRIST, 
that they both cannot, and will not depart from 
him: for Gop hath ſaid, I will make an ever- 
<« lafting covenant with them, that I will not turn 


* away from them to do them good, but I will 


% put my fear into their hearts that they ſhall not 
« depart from me.” This is that “ everlaſting co- 
& venant which is ordered in all things and ſure” 
and theſe are the sURE MERCIEs of David.“ 
Wherefore he ſaith again, The Lord is faithful 
<<. who ſhall ftabliſh you and keep you from evil.“ 
No one therefore that cometh to CHRIST, or with 
the heart believeth on him, ſhall ever be rejected by 
him, nor periſh ;. for the LokD hath ſpoken it. 
And upon no other ground did, or could the 
apoſtle ſay, The Lorp ſhall deliver me from 
every evil work, and preſerve me unto his heaven 
* kingdom ;” and the prophet alſo ſpeaks the ſame 
language; Thou haſt holden we, ſaith he, by my 
* right-hand ; thou ſhalt guide me with thy coun- 
“ ſel, and afterward receive me to glory :” and 
again, ſpeaking in the name of all the church of 


'Gop which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, 


he ſaith; © This Gop is our Gop forever and 
<< ever, he will be our guide unto death.” For 


how could they ſpeak thus confidently of their own 


ſalvation; if it was at all ſuſpended on any condi- 
tion which might poſſibly fail in the performance? as it 


undoubtedly would were it left to the will, ſtrength, 


and fidelity of men in any meaſure ;z but if it reſts 
wholly and only upon the grace, power, and truth 
of GoD in CHRIST; to fave his people, it is as im- 
poſſible that it ſhould ever miſcarry. For this 
cauſe alſo CHRISTH is anointed of God, to be both 
prophet, prieſt, and king to his church and people; 
that he might not only redeem but quicken them; 
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not only juſtify but ſanctify them by his blood and 


Spirit; not only call them out from among men to 
follow him in the regeneration, but alſo keep them 
in the way and bring them ſafe to his Father's king- 
dom. And this he hath promiſed, and thus it 


is written, that we, through faith and patience, 


and comfort of the ſcriptures, might have hope: 
And without the teaching and aſſiſtance of the holy 
Spirit, we cannot ſo much as pray aright, much 


leſs can we walk aright, and leaſt of all war 


aright, ſo as to vanquiſh our potent enemies, with- 
out his divine help and teaching: therefore al- 
though the ſaints of the moſt high, do willingly 
and actually, and perſeveringly fight, the good fight 
of faith, againſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil; 
yet it is only by the grace of Gop, and the blood 
of CHRIST, and the power of his Spirit, that they 
are heartily willing, and likewiſe able both to reſiſt 
their ſpiritual enemies, and at laſt to overcome 
them: thus, The ſalvation of the righteous is of 
„ the Lok p, he is their ſtrength in the time of 
* trouble.” To him therefore are we indebted for, 
and to him belongs all the praiſe of our ſalvation. 
Laſtly, I ſhall conclude with an application : And 
I. I ſhall apply myſelf to profeſſing Chriſtians in 
eneral ; but particularly to thoſe of the church of 
1 You have heard from the ſcripture, that 
man by nature, is a child of wrath, utterly corrupt 
and ſinful: that he is empty of all good, and full 
of all evil: and therefore he naturally lies under, 
and is obnoxious to the curſe of Gop. This is the 
{cripture account of fallen man; and to this the 
Proteſtant church of England bears witneſs in 
her ninth article, which declares, that“ every one 
born into this world (of Adam's natural offspring) 
js of his own nature inclined to evil, and de- 
ſerveth 
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be a true Chriſtian without this new birth, or new 
creation in CHRIS TH JESUS. 6 
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« ſerveth Gop's wrath and damnation.” There. 
fore, except a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of Gop ; conſequently no one is, or can 


Neither hath fallen man any fe will, or power 


in his natural ſtate to turn himſelf to Gop; or, 


in other words, heartily to repent and obey the 


goſpel: but as the tenth article of the church of 


England exprefles it; The condition of man after 


e the fall of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn 


% and prepare himſelf by his own natural ſtrength 
and good works to faith, and calling upon Gop,” 
—“ without the grace of Gop by CHRIST pre- 


«© venting him, that he may have a good will, and 


« working with him when he hath that good will:“ 
therefore alſo, no man living can be juſtihed before 
Gop by any works or righteouſneſs of his own ; 
but by the obedience of CHRISTH only, through 


faith in his blood : as it is written, by the obedience 


of one ſhall many be made righteous; and again, 
„ CartsT hath delivered us from the curſe of the 


law, being made a curſe for us;” and again he 


ſaith, „to him that worketh not but believeth on 
< him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is count- 
ed for righteouſneſs,” To this doctrine the church 
of England alfo bears teſtimony in the eleventh ar- 
ticle as follows, We are accounted righteous be- 
fore Go only for the righteouſneſs of our Lord 
and Saviour JEsUs CHRIST, received by faith, 
and not for our own works or defervings ; where- 
fore that we arc juſtified by faith only, is a moſt 
* wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort; 
who then that denies it can believe the former, i. e. 
the ſcripture; or be a true member of the latter, i. e. 
of the church of England? for this is not à -cir- 
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cumſtantial point, as are the ceremonies and exter- 
nal forms of diſcipline, but an eſſential article of 
the chriſtian. faith, and of the Engliſh proteſtant 
church. This doctrine alſo of juſtihcation by faith 
alone in IE sus CRHRIST, hath a direct tendency to 
produce good works, and no other; for it purifies 
the heart, and worketh by love, and is therefore 
called “ a moſt holy faith 3”? which alſo in the 
twelfth article of the church of England is defcribed 
thus; Good works are the fruits of faith and 
« follow juſtification,” “ and do ſpring out ne- 
“ ceflarily of a true and lively faith, inſomuch that 
“ by them a lively faith — 4 as evidently known 
« as a tree diſcerned by the fruit.” And from 
hence it follows, that whoſoever doth not good 
works and depart from iniquity hath no true faith 
in CHRIST; and it is likewiſe manifeſt from hence, 
that the enemies of juſtification by faith in CHRIS 
only, are enemies to good works alſo. 
2. Let thoſe among you tnat ſee and feel your 
ſinful, helpleſs, loſt ſtate by nature; take encou- 
ragement from the glorious goſpel of CHR: for he 
is able, and as ready to fave every one of you that 
come unto him; deſpair not therefore, for you can- 
not miſs of ſalvation, if you do not, through un- 
belief, turn away from CHRIST, and ſo diſpute the 
veracity and — of Gop's teſtimony concerning 
his Son JEsUs CHRIST, Who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raiſed again for our juftthcation : 
diligently conſider and forget not that the blood 
of CHRIST cleanſcth from all fin; and he in his 
word calls us to come unto him, that we may be 
cleanſed therein; but you muſt nct think to purify 
and fit yourſelves for CHRIST before you believe in 
him ; for it is het poſſible that you ſhould make 
yourſelves righteous, or a wait holier than you now 
are 
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are before you come to CHRIsT ; for he is böth che 
juſtifier of the guilty and the ſanCtifier of the unclean;- 
whoſe blood is as a fountain which Gop hath. opetig@ 
for ſin and-for uncleanneſs ; ; therefore if you comet 
him juſt as you are, he will graciouſly receive yoùz: 
"and. cleanſe you from all your fins and filthineſs : but 
if you come not thus to CHRIST, you never will, 
nor can come tg him at all: neither will the moſt juſt · 
and holy God: reject us who thus come. to him-g- 
 CyurisT pleading, and preſenting before him only 

the blood and name of His degr ſon; for he warrants 

and commands us in his word, to believe on him as 

the juſtifier of the wigodly through CHRIS Jnsus: 
neither is CR IS far from every one of: +85; for he is, 
brought nigh to ſinners by the goſpel, that is, by the 

word of faith Which we preach; -wherefore he adds, 

If thou hatt confeſs with thy mouth. the Led 
Ius, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart. h p 
« hath. raiſed him from the dead, thou Malk; b 

& faved;” And be aſſured, that thus caming to 
Ennis r, or believing on him, is che: WAV. to 
be ſaved, both from the guilt aud dompuion of fin, 
and from the wrath to come: För CHRIST is 

« made of GoÞ unto us wiſdom alidtrighteouſneſs, 
and ſanctification and redemption; therefore, 
let him that glorieth glory in the LoRD :; and 
ꝛbhſoever belleve 15 on him ſpall nat be aſhamed, 
Now e untochim that loved us, and-waſhed us from 
our fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts to Gop and his Father, to him te glory 
and dominion for ever. 3 IN TIM | 
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